APPENDIX B

DEFINITION OF TERMSAND CONCEPTS

POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS
AGE

Data on age were derived from answers to
qguestionnaire item 5 (date of birth). The information
was based on the completed ageof theper son (in years)
asof February 15, 1997.

Data on age are used to determinethe applicability of
other questionsand toclassify other characteristicsin
census tabulations. Age data are needed to interpret
most social and economic char acteristicsused to plan
and examine many programsand policies. Therefore,
age wastabulated by single years of age and by other
groupings, such as 5-year age groups. Where
tabulations are shown for familiesor households, data
refer to the age of the householders.

Median Age - This measure divides the age
digtribution into two equal parts: one-half of the cases
fall below the median age and the other half aboveit.
Generally, median age was computed on the basis of
mor e detailed age intervals than are shown in census
tabulations; thus, a median based on a less detailed
distribution may differ dightly from a corresponding
median for the same population based on a more
detailed digtribution. (For more information on
medians,seethediscussion under Derived Measures.)

Limitation of the Data - Countsin the 1980 and 1970
censuses for persons 100 years old and over were
substantially overstated. To minimize this problem,
improvements were then made in the questionnaire
design and in the allocation procedures for the 1990
census.

As observed in every census, respondents tended to
round off their age if their birthdays fell close to the
enumeration period. The problem was more
pronouncedat age 0 becauseinfantslost toage1 might
not have been fully offset by the inclusion of babies
born after the Survey day.

Compar ability - Age data have been collected in every
census. When age was unknown, the assignment of
age had been performed by a general procedure
described as imputation. The specific procedures for
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imputing age have been different in every census.
CITIZENSHIP

Data on citizenship were derived from answers to
guestionnaireitem 8, which was asked of all persons.
Data on citizenship provide information on the
proportion of citizensand immigrantsin the country.
The six categories of citizenship adopted in the 1997
Household Income and Expenditures Survey were as
follows:

Palau citizen, born in Palau;

Naturalized Palau citizen - A foreign-born person
was considered in this category if he/she had
completed thenaturalization processat thetime of
the census and upon whom the rights of Palau
citizenship had been conferred;

Born in the U.S. or U.S. territory such as Guam,
American Samoa, etc.;

Naturalized UScitizen - A person was considered
in this category if he/she had completed the
naturalization processand wasaU.S. citizen at the
time of census;

Permanent resident - Thisreferred toaper son who
was not a citizen or national, but was per manently
residingin Palau; and

Temporaryresident - Thisreferred toapersonwho
was not a citizen or national, but was residing
temporarily in Palau and intended to return to
previousor another country of residence.

Born outside Palau - consisted of persons who were
naturalized Palau citizen,bornintheU.S. or territory,
naturalized U.S. citizen, and per manent and temporary
residents.

Not acitizen - consisted of non-Palauan citizens who
wereborninU.S. or territory, naturalized U.S. citizen,
and permanent and temporary residents.

Limitation of the Data - Studies after previous
censuses showed that some persons undergoing



naturalization might have reported themselves as
citizens although they havenot yet attained the status.

Comparability - The 1997 Household Income and
Expenditures Survey data on citizenship are
compar able to some extent with those of 1990. The
1997 Household Income and Expenditures Survey
tabulations presented breakdown of Palau citizens:
Born in Palau and Naturalized Palau citizen; the
second category of which did not appear in the 1990
Census. The 1995 categoriespermanent resident and
temporary resident, when taken together,
corresponded to the category Not born in Palau and
Not a US citizen of the 1990 census. The last two
categorieswer e adopted for thefirst timein the 1997
Household Income and Expenditures Survey.

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT, MAJOR IN
COLLEGE- Data on educational attainment were
derived from answer sto questionnair e item 13,which
were asked of all persons. The question included
response categories, which allowed persons to report
having completed the 12" grade without receiving a
high school diploma. Respondents were to report as
high school graduate/s per sonswho received either a
high school diplomaor theeguivalent, passed the Test
of General Education Development (G.E.D.), and did not
attend college.

Enumeratorswer einstructed that schooling completed
in foreign or ungraded school systems should be
reported as the equivalent level of schooling in the
regular American system; that vocational certificates/
diplomasfrom vocational, trade, or businessschoolsor
colleges were not to be reported unless they were
collegelevel degrees; and that honorary degreeswere
also not to be reported. The ingtructions gave
medicine, dentistry, chiropracticmedicine, optometry,
osteopathic medicine, pharmacy, podiatry, veterinary
medicine, law and theology as examples of
professional school degrees. Excluded from the
professional school degree category were barber
school, cosmetology or other training for specific
trade.

Data on educational attainment were tabulated for
persons 25 years old and over. In the tabulations,
per sonswer eclassified accor dingtothehighest grade
of school completed or the highest degreereceived.

High School Graduate or Higher - included persons
whosehighest degreewasahigh school diplomaor its
equivalent, persons who attended college or
professional school, and persons who received a
college, university, or professional degree.

Not Enrolled, Not High School Graduate - included
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per sons of compulsory school attendanceagewhowere
not enrolled in school and were not high school
graduates; these persons may be taken to be high
school dropouts. Therewasnorestriction when they
droppedout of school, and they may havenever attended
high school.

Compar ability - Educational attainment questionswere
first asked in the 1970 census. In 1950, a single
question was asked on highest grade of school
completed. In the censuses of 1960 through 1980, a
two-part question asking highest grade of school
attended and whether that gradewasfinished wasused
toconstruct highest gradeor year of school completed.
For persons who have not attended college, the
response categories in the 1990 educational
attainment question should produce data, which are
compar able to data on highest grade completed from
earlier censuses.

Response categories for persons who have attended
college were modified from earlier censuses because
therewassomeambiguity ininter pretingresponsesin
terms of thenumber of year sof collegecompleted. For
instance, it wasnot clear whether completed thefourth
year of college, completed the senior year of college,
and college graduates were synonymous. Research
conducted shortly before the census suggested that
thesetermsweremoredistinct in 1990thanin earlier
decades, and this change may have threatened the
ability to estimate the number of college graduates
from the number of persons reported as having
completed the fourth or higher year of college. It was
even more difficult to make inferences about post-
baccalaur eate and associate degr ees from highest year
of college completed. Thus, comparisons of post-
secondary educational attainment in this and earlier
censuses should be made with great caution.

EMPLOYMENT STATUS

Data on employment statuswer ederived from answer s
to questionnaire items 20 through 25, which were
asked of persons 15 yearsold and over. The series of
questions on employment status was designed to
identify, inthissequence: per sonswhoworked at ajob
or business or farm at any time during thereference
week; persons who did not do such work during the
reference week, but who had jobs or businesses from
which they weretempor arily absent (excluding layoff);
persons on layoff; persons who did not do such work
during thereference week, but werelooking for work
to earn money during the last 4 weeks and were
availablefor work during thereference week.



The employment status data shown in the census
tabulations related to persons 16 years old and over.
Though the questions on employment status were
asked of personsincludingthosewith age15years, by
definition, these persons are classified as Not in the
labor force. In 1940, 1950 and 1960, employment
status data were presented for persons 14 years old
and over. The change in the universe was made in
1970 to agree with the official measurement of the
labor force as revised in January 1967 by the U.S.
Department of Labor. The1970 censuswasthelast to
showemployment datafor persons14and 15yearsold.

Civilian Labor Force-This consisted of persons
classified as employed or unemployed in accordance
with the criteria described below.

Labor Force-All personsclassified inthecivilian labor
for ce plus member s of the Armed For ces (per sons on
active duty with the United States Army, Air Force,
Navy, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard.)

Employed-All civilianswho were 16 years old and over
who wereeither (a)at work - thosewho did any work at
all during thereferenceweek aspaid employeesor in
their own businessor profession, or ontheir ownfarm,
or whoworked 150r morehoursasunpaid workerson
afamilyfarm or in afamily business; or (b) werewith
ajob but not at work - thosewho did not do suchwork
during the reference week, but who had jobs or
businesses from which they were temporarily absent
duetoillness, bad weather, industrial dispute, vacation,
or other personal reasons. Excluded from theemployed
wer e per sons without jobs or businesses whose only
activity consisted of work around the house or unpaid
volunteer work for religious, charitable, and similar
or ganizations; per sonswithout jobsor businesseswho
did subsistence activity only during the reference
week; and persons on active duty in the United States
Armed For ces.

Unemployed-All civilians 16 year sold and over who (a)
wereneither at work nor with a job but not at work
during the reference week, or who did subsistence
activity only; (b) werelooking for work to earn money
during thelast 4weeks; and wer eavailableto accept a
job during the reference week. Examples of job
seeking activitieswere:

Registering at a public or private employment office,
meeting with prospective employers, investigating
possibilities for starting a professional practice or
opening a business, placing or answering
advertisements,writingletter sof application, beingon
a union or professional register. Also included as
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unemployed wer e civilians 16 years old and over who
did not work at ajob or businessduring thereference
week and were waiting to be called back to ajob from
which they had been laid off.

Experienced Unemployed - These were unemployed
personswho haveworked at any timein the past.

Experienced Civilian Labor Force- Theseconsisted of
the employed and the experienced unemployed.

Not in the Labor Force- Theseconsisted of all per sons
16 years old and over who were not classified as
membersof thelabor force. This category consisted
mainly of persons doing subsistence activity only,
students, housewives, retired workers, seasonal
workers enumerated in an off season who were not
looking for work, institutionalized persons, and
per sons doingonly incidental unpaid family work (less
than 15 hoursduring the refer ence week).

Subsistence Activity - A person was engaged in
subsistence activitiesif he/shemainly produced goods
for his’her own or family’s use and needs, such as
growing/gathering food, fishing, cutting copra for
home use, raising livestock, making handicr afts for
home use, and other productiveactivitiesnot primarily
for commercial purposes. When subsistence activity
categories are shown with the Employed and the Not
in Labor Force, they related to activities engaged in
during the census reference week. Personswho did
subsistence activity only during the reference week
werenot classified asemployed, unlessthey wer ewith
ajob but not at work (see definition of employed).

Worker - Theterm appear sin connection with several
subjects, for example, place of work, class of worker,
weeksworkedin 1996, and worker sin family in 1996.
Its meaning varies and, therefore, should be
determined in each case by referring to the definition
of the subject in which it appears.

Actual Hours Worked Last Week - All persons who
reported working at ajob or businessor farm during
the reference week were asked to report in
questionnaire item 20 the number of hoursthat they
worked, excluding any time at subsistence activity.
The statisticson hoursworked for employed, at work
persons pertain to the number of hours actually
worked at all jobs, and do not necessarily reflect the
number of hourstypically or usually worked or the
scheduled number of hours. The concept of actual
hours differed from that of usual hours worked
described below. The number of persons who worked



onlyasmall number of hour swasprobably under stated
since such per sons sometimes consider ed themselves
as not working. Respondents were asked to include
overtimeor extra hours worked, but to exclude lunch
hours, sick leave, and vacation leave.

Limitation of the Data - The census may have
under stated the number of employed persons because
persons who had irregular, casual, or unstructured
jobs sometimes reported themselves as not working.
Thenumber of employed per sonsat work wasprobably
overstated in the census (and conver sely, the number
of employed with a job but not at work was
under stated) since some persons on vacation or sick
leave erroneously reported themselves as working.
This problem had no effect whatsoever on the total
number of employed persons.

Thereference week for the employment data was not
the same for all persons. This lack of uniform
r efer ence week may mean that theemployment data do
not reflect the reality of the employment situation of
any given week. (For more information, see the
discussion under Reference Week.)

Comparability - The questionnaire items and
employment status concepts for the 1997 Household
Income and Expenditures Survey wer e essentially the
same as those used in the 1990 and 1980 censuses.
However, these concepts differed in many respects
from those associated with earlier censuses.

Since employment data from the census are obtained
from respondents in households, they differ from
statistics based on reports from individual business
establishments, farm enterprises, and certain
gover nment programs. Per sonsemployed at morethan
one job are counted only once in the census and are
classfied accordingtothejob at which they worked the
greatest number of hoursduring the reference week.
In establishments-based statistics, persons who
worked for more than one establishment may be
counted more than once. Moreover, other series,
unlike those presented in the census, may exclude
private household worker s, unpaid family workers, and
self-employed persons, but may include workers less
than 16 years of age.

An additional difference in the data arises because
persons who had a job but were not at work were
included with the employed statistics shown in the
census, whereasmany of thesepersonsarelikely tobe
excluded from employment figures based on
establishment payroll reports. Furthermore, the
employment statusdatain thecensusincluded per sons
on the basis of usual place of residence regardless of
wher ethey wor ked, wher easestablishment datareport
persons at their placeof work regar dlessof wher ethey
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live. This latter consideration is particularly
significant when comparing data for workers who
commute between areas.

Census data on hours worked during the reference
week may differ from data from other sources. The
census measured hours actually worked, whereas
some surveys measur e hours paid for by employers.

ETHNICITY

Data on ethnic origin were derived from answers to
questionnaireitem 4, which was asked of all persons.
Theconcept of ethnicorigin asused by the US Census
Bureau reflected self-identification; it did not denote
any clear-cut scientific definition of biological stock.
The data for ethnicity represented self-classification
by people according to the race with which they most
closely identify. Furthermore, it was recognized that
thecategoriesof theraceitem included both racial and
national origin or socio-cultural groups.

In general, ethnic origin or racereferstoaperson’s
originor descent, roots or heritage. It may alsorefer
to where the person or higher parents were born.
Thus,aperson may havereported his’her ethnicorigin
based on theorigin or race of parent, grandparent or
mor e distant ancestors.

During direct interviewsconducted by enumerators, if
a person could not provide a single response to the
ethnicity question, he/shewasasked to select, based on
self-identification, the group which best described
his’her racial identity. If a person could not providea
singleraceresponse, therace of themother wasused.
If asingleraceresponsecould not be provided for the
person’smother, thefirst racereported by theperson
was used. In all tabulations where households or
families wer e classified by ethnic origin, the ethnic
origin of the householder was used.

The racial classification used by the US Census
Bureau generally adhered totheguidelinesin Federal
Statistical Directive No. 15, issued by the Office of
Management and Budget, which provided standardson
ethnicand racial categoriesfor statistical reportingto
be used by all Federal agencies.

If the race entry for a member of a household was
missing onthequestionnair e, racewasassigned based
upon the reported entries of race by other household
members using specific rules of precedence of
household relationship. For example, if race were
missing for the daughter of the householder, then the
race of her mother (asfemale householder or female
spouse)would beassigned. If nofemalehouseholder or
spouse wer e in the household, the daughter would be
assigned her father’s(malehouseholder) race. If race



was not reported for anyonein the household, therace
of a householder in a previously processed household
was assigned. This procedure was a variation of the
general imputation procedures describedin Appendix
C, Accuracy of Data.

FERTILITY

Data on fertility (also referred to as children ever
born) were derived from answers to questionnaire
items 18a through 18c. Questions on the number of
children ever born, number of children till alive, and
thedate of birth of last child were asked of all women
15 yearsand over, regardless of their marital status.

Data are most frequently presented in terms of the
aggregate number of children ever born to women in
the specific 5-year age groupsand intermsof therate
per 1,000 women.

Children Ever Born - Theseincluded all livebirthsthe
woman had ever had, including any babies who died
(even shortly after birth). Ever-married women were
instructed toincludeall children born to themduring
their previous and recent marriage/s and those born
out of wedlock, children no longer living, children
away from home, as well as children till living at
home. Never married women were also instructed to
report all children born to them. Excluded from the
number of children ever born were foster children,
stepchildren, adopted children, miscarriages and
stillbirths (a birth at which a baby showed no sign of
life).

Onemeasure derived from this data isthe number of
children ever born per 1000 women in aparticular age
group. Moreimportant isthenumber of children ever
born to a woman with ages 45-49 years as this would
indicate thenumber of children awoman would havein
her reproductive period.

Children Still Alive -These included the number of
children thewomen had ever had and werestill aliveat
thetime of theenumeration.

Comparability - The wording of the question on
children ever born wasthesamein the 1995, 1990 and
1985 censuses. |n the 1970 census tabulations, data
presented on children ever born to all women assumed
that single women wer e childless, even though it was
known that some of them have had children.
Therefore, rates and numbers of children ever born
were not comparable between 1980 reports and
previous censusreports. Data presented for children

Office of Planning and Statistics, Republic of Palau 161

ever born between 1980 and 1997 Household Income
and Expenditures Survey reports are comparable as
well astables for all census yearsthat show data for
ever-married women.

The questions on thenumber of children still aliveand
the date of birth of last child were asked for thefirst
time in the 1995 Census, and were used again in the
1997 Household Income and Expenditures Survey.

GROUP QUARTERS

All personsnot livingin householdswer eclassified by
the CensusBureau asliving in group quarters. Two
general categoriesof personsin group-quarterswere
recognized: ingtitutionalized persons and other
persons in group quarters (also referred as non-
institutional group quarters).

Institutionalized Persons - These included persons
under formally authorized and supervised care or
custody in institutions at the time of enumeration.
Such per sonswer eclassified aspatientsor inmates of
an institution regar dless of theavailability of nursing
or medical care, the length of stay, or the number of
personsintheinstitution. Generally,institutionalized
persons arerestricted to the institutional buildings
and grounds (or must have passesor escorts to leave)
andthushavelimited interaction with thesurrounding
community. Also, they aregenerally under the car e of
trained staff who has responsbility for their
safekeeping and supervision.

Type of Institution - The type of institution was
determined as part of census enumeration activities.
Ingtitutions included the following: Correctional
institutions which included prisons, Federal detention
centers, military stockades or jails, local jails and
other confinement facilities; Nursing homes, Mental
hospitals, Hospitals for chronically ill; Schools,
hospitals or wardsfor thementally retarded; Schools,
hospitals or wards for the physically handicapped;
Hospitalsand wards for drug/alcohol abuse; Wardsin
General and Military Hospitals for patients who have
No Usual Home elsewhere; and Juvenileinstitutions.

Other Personsin Group-Quarters(alsoreferredtoas
Non-institutional Group-Quarters)- Theseincludedall
persons who lived in group quarters other than
institutions. Personswholived in thefollowingliving
quarters were classified as other persons in group
quarters when there were 10 or more unrelated
persons living in the unit; otherwise, these living
quarters were classified as housing units: Rooming



houses; Group homes for the mentally ill, mentally
retar ded, physically handicapped, drug/alcohol abuse
or other group homes; and ReligiousGroup Quarters.

Persons residing in certain other types of living
arrangements were classified as living in non-
institutional group quartersregardlessof thenumber
of people sharing the unit. These included persons
residing in the following type of group quarters:
college dormitories, military quarters, workers
dormitories, emergency shelters for homeless
per sons, crewsof maritimevessels, and staff residents
of institutions.

Comparability - For the 1990 census, the definition of
institutionalized persons was revised so that care
included only persons under organized medical or
formally authorized and supervised care or custody.
As a result of this change in definition, maternity
homeswer eclassified asnon-institutional rather than
ingtitutional group quartersasin previous censuses.
The following types of other group quarters were
classified asinstitutional: half-way houses (operated
for correctional purposes) and wardsin general and
military hospitalsfor patientswho hadnousual home
elsewhere, which included maternity, neonatal,
pediatric, military, and surgical wards of hospitals,
other-purpose wards of hospitals, and wards of
infectious diseases. Thisdefinition wasalsoadoptedin
the 1997 Household Income and ExpendituresSurvey.
Becauseof thesmall number of per sonsinvolved, these
changes should not significantly affect the
comparability of data with earlier censuses. In the
1995, 1990 and 1980 censuses, 10 or mor e unrelated
persons living together were classified as living in
non-institutional group quarters. Workers’
dormitories were also classified as group quarters,
regar dlessof thenumber of per sonssharingthedor m.
In 1970, the criteriafor group quarterswassix (6) or
moreunrelated persons. (For moreinformation, refer
to Appendix B of theof the 1990 Censusof Population
and Housing publication - Republic of Palau.)

HOUSEHOLD TYPE AND RELATIONSHIP

Household- A household constituted all persons who
occupied a housing unit and prepared their food
together. A household may be a single family, one
person living alone, two or more families living
together, or any other group of related or unrelated
per sonswhoshared living arrangements. Thecount of
households or householder salwaysequalsthecount of
occupied housing units. (For more information, see
the discussion under Housing Units and Living
Quarters.)

Per sons per Household - was obtained by dividing the
number of persons in households by the number of
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households (or householders).

M edian Per sonsper Household - In computing median
persons per household, a whole number was used as
the midpoint of an interval; thus, a household with 4
persons wastreated asan interval ranging from 3.5to
4.5 persons. The median was rounded to the nearest
hundredth. The measure means that one-half of the
total number of households have number of persons
belowthemedian sizewhiletheother half havenumber
of personsabove it. (For moreinformation on medians,
see discussion under Derived Measures.)

Family household

A family congtituted a householder and one or more
persons livingin thesamehousehold whowererelated
tothehouseholder by birth, marriageor adoption. All
persons in a household who were related to the
householder comprised membersof higher family. A
household can contain only one familyfor purposes of
census tabulations. Not all households contained
families since a household comprised a group of
unrelated personsor one person living alone.

Families wereclassified by typeaccor dingtothe sex of
the householder and the presence of relatives:
Married-couple family - was a family in which the
householder and hisher spouse were enumerated as
members of the same household; Male Householder,
No Wife Present; and Female Householder, No
Husband Present.

Persons per family - was obtained by dividing the
number of (related) personsin families by the total
number of families (or family householder).

Relationship to Householder - Data on relationship to
householder were derived from built-in responses to
guestionnaireitem 3, which wasasked of all per sonsin
the housing unit. The type of relationship of each
person wer e asfollows:

Householder - One person in each household was
designated as householder, usually he/she was the
person in whose name the home was being owned,
being bought or rented and who was listed as person
number 1inthecensusquestionnaire. If therewasno
such person in the household, any adult household
member 15 years old and over was designated as the
householder.

The census classified the type of householder
accor ding to the sex of householder and the presence
of relatives: Family householder was a householder
living with one or mor e personsrelated to him/her by



blood, marriage or adoption. The householder and all
persons in the household related to him/her were
family members. Non-family householder was a
householder living alone or with non-relativesonly.

Spouse- wastheperson formally married toand living
with the householder. This category also included
persons who were consensually married and the
spouse lived with the householder .

The number of spouses, however, was generally less
than half of the number of married persons with
spouse present since more than one married couple
can live in a household, but only spouses of
householder swer e specifically identified asspouse.

Child-included ason or daughter by birth, astepchild,
or adopted child of the householder, regardless of the
child’sage or marital status.

-- Natural son/daughter - was the child of the
householder by birth, regardless of ageor marital
status.

-- Adopted son/daughter - was the child of the
householder by legal adoption, regar dlessof ageor
marital status.

-- Stepson/stepdaughter - was the child of the
householder through marriage but not by birth.
This excluded sons-in-law, daughters-in-law and
foster children. If the child waslegally adopted by
the householder, the child was still classified as
stepson or stepdaughter.

OwnChild - wasa never marriedchild under 18years
that was a son or daughter by birth, a stepchild, or
adopted child of the householder. In certain
tabulations, own children were further classified as
living with two parents or with one parent only. Own
children of the householder living with two parents
were, by definition, found only in married-couple
families.

Related Children - in afamily, including own children
and all other persons under 18 years of age in the
household, regardless of marital status, which were
related to the householder, except the spouse of the
householder. Foster children werenotincluded since
they werenot related to the householder.

Other Relatives - In tabulations, these included any
householdmember related tothehouseholder by birth,
marriageor adoption, but not included specifically in
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another relationship category. Theseincluded:

-- Brother/sister - referred tonatural brother/sister,
stepbrother/stepsister, and brother/sister by
adoption of the householder. Brothers-in-law and
sisters-in-law were included in the other relative
category.

-- Father/mother - referred to parents by birth,
stepparents, and parents by adoption of the
householder. Parents-in-law were classified as
other relative.

-- Grandchild - referred to the grandson/
granddaughter of the householder.

-- Other relatives - included other household
member snot listed intheabove category whowere
related to the householder by blood, marriage, or
adoption, e.g. aunt/uncle, niece/nephew,
grandpar ent, cousin, mother-in-law, daughter-in-
law, etc.

Non-relatives - included theother household members
and foster children who were not related to the
householder by blood, marriage, or adoption, eg.
roomer, boar der, domestic helper, unmarried partner,
etc.

When relationship was not reported for an individual,
it wasimputed according totheresponsesfor age, sex,
and marital status for that person while maintaining
consistencywith responsesfor other individualsinthe
household. (For moreinformation on imputation, see
Appendix _, Accuracy of Data.)

Unrelated Individual- An unreated individual was. a
householder living alone or with non-relatives only; a
houseéhold member who was not related to the
householder, or a person livingin group quarterswho
wasnot an inmate of an institution.

INCOME IN 1996

Data on the individual’s income received during the
calendar year 1996 were obtained from answers to
questionnaire items 33a through 33h and 34.
Questions on money incomer eceived wer easked of all
persons 15 yearsold and over.

Total income was the algebraic sum of the amounts
reported separately for wage or salary income; net
sdf-employment income from farm and non-farm
business, proprietorship, or partnership; money
received in customs payments; Social Security or



retirement pensions; remittances; and other income.
An earnings wasdefined asthe sum of wage or salary
income and net self-employment incomefrom farm and
non-farm business, proprietorship, or partnership.
Earnings represented the amount of income received
regularlybeforedeductionsfor per sonal incometaxes,
Social Security, bond pur chases, union dues, M edicare
deductions, etc.

Receipts from thefollowing sour ceswerenot included
as income: money received from the sale of property
(unless the recipient was engaged in the business of
selling such property); the value of income in kind
from food stamps, public housing subsidies, medical
care, employer contributions for persons, etc.;
withdrawal of bank deposits, money borrowed; tax
refunds; exchangeof money between relativeslivingin
thesamehousehold; giftsand lump-sum inheritances,
insurance payments, and other types of lump-sum
receipts.

Income Typein 1996

Thesix (6) types of money incomereceived in 1996 as
reported in the 1997 Household Income and
Expenditures Survey wer e defined asfollows:

Wage and Salary Income: This was the total
money ear ned by a per son working asan employee
for a private business or branch of government.
Thisincluded wages, salary, piece-rate payments,
commissions, tips, bonuses, Armed Forces pay,
sick leave pay, and assistantships and teaching
fellowships, prior todeductionsfor withholdingtax,
Social Security, union dues, bonds, uniforms,
M edicar e deductions, pensions, etc.

Self-Employment Income (net) - This was the
(grossreceipt) money income received from farm
and non-farm business, proprietorship or
partnershipless business or operating expenses.
Gross receipts from non-farm business included
all money received from goods sold and services
rendered plus the value of any net inventory
increase. Business expenses included the cost of
mer chandise purchased; expense for rent, heat,
light and power used in business, annual
depreciation of machinery and other business
property; decreasein thevalueof inventory; wages
and salaries paid to employees, expense
allowances; business taxes; interest on business
mortgages/debts; etc. Excluded as business
expenses were money spent for purchase of
buildings or machinery, or permanent
improvementsto existing property.

For farmbusiness, grossreceiptsincluded money
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income received from the sale of farm products;
paymentsfor natural crop disaster, pricesupports,
or incentive payments for participation in
government far mprograms; net incomefrom farm
work; net income from recreational services
provided by the farmer such as proceeds from
hunting and fishing, or camping; and commodity
credit loans which were not repaid in 1996.
Operating expenses included the cost of feed,
fertilizer, seeds, bulbs, plants, trees, sprays,
insecticides, hardware, dairy supplies, tools, and
livestock purchases, rental of machinery; cash
wages for labor; cash rent paid; cash profitspaid to
the owner, interest on farm mortgages; building
repairs, depreciation on farm equipment; farm
taxes, etc.

Customs Payments Received - Theseincluded the

total amount of money received from all sourcesas
customs (Palauan) payments.

Social Security and Retirement Income - Social
Security income included payments made by the
Federal, National and State Governments under
retirement, survivors and disability insurance
programs to retired persons, to dependents of
deceasedinsured workers, or todisabled workers.
Retirement incomes were payments from
companies, unions, Federal, National, State or
other local government agencies to former
employees (including members of the Armed
Forces) or their survivorsin the form of private
pensions, government employee pensions,
disability pensions, annuities frominsuranceand
money income from Individual Retirement
Account (IRA) or KEOGH plans.

Remittances -These were money received
periodically from persons living outside the
household. Remittances included voluntary
contributions by non-resident relativesor friends,
money received by parentsfrom children not living
with them, and voluntary allotment checks sent by
US Armed For ces personnel to relativesnot living
with them. Occasional gifts or contributions are
excluded.

In the 1997 Household Income and Expenditures
Survey tabulations, data on remittances were
shown separ ately for thoser eceived from: (a) Guam
and CNM, (b) Hawaii and US mainland, and other
places.



Other Income - This included unemployment
compensation, child support or alimony, veterans
payments, periodic income received from private
charitable organization, cash scholarships,
fellowships and stipends received by students,
interest, dividends, net rental income from real
estate, net royalty income, and estates and trust
funds.

Household Income - This included the income of the
householder and all other persons 15 years old and
over in the household, whether related to the
householder or not.

Family Income - This included the income of all
member s of the family 15 yearsold and over. Income
of related personswho did not residewith thefamily in
1996 but were members of the family at the time of
enumer ation wereincluded in familyincome. Family
income did not include amounts received by members
of the family in 1996 if these persons no longer
resided with thefamily at thetime of enumeration.

Income of Per sons- For persons15yearsold and over,
thetotal amounts of their income was summed.

Median Income - Whether referring to household
income or family income, the median income divides
the statistical universeintotwo equal parts, onehalf of
thetotal householdsor familieshad incomesabovethe
median and the other half had incomes below the
median. In computing the median income for
households and families, those with no income were
alsoincluded. The median income for persons was
computed based only on persons with income. The
median income values for household, families and
per sons wer e computed on the basis of more detailed
income intervals than are shown in the census
tabulations.

Mean Income - Thiswas obtained by dividing the total
income of a particular statistical universe by the
number of units in the universe. Thus, mean
household income was obtained by dividing total
householdincome by the total number of households.
For varioustypes of income, the means were based on
households having that particular type of income.

The 1997 Household Incomeand Expenditur es Survey
tabulations presented mean income or earnings for
each type of income, alsomeanincomefor households
and families.

Care should be exercised in using and interpreting
mean income values for small sub-groups of the
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population asthemean isaffected when extremevalues
arereported. It isespecially susceptibleto the effects
of misreporting and processing errors. The median,
which is not affected by extreme values, is a better
measur e than the mean when the population base is
small. The mean, nevertheless, is shown in the
tabulations even for small sub-groups because, when
weighted according tothe number of cases, themeans
are used to obtain summary measures for areas and
groups other than those shown in censustabulations.

Per Capita I ncome - Thiswas obtained by dividing the
total income of a particular group by the total
population in that group. Thus, per capita income of
personsin householdswasderived by dividingthetotal
income of householdsby thetotal population of persons
in households.

Percent Year Round Full TimeWorker - Thiswasthe
proportion of the population 15 yearsold and over who
usually worked 35 or more hours per week for 50 to
52 weeksin 1996.

Limitationof theData-  Since questionnaireentries
for income reported by respondents were only
estimates or based on memory, rather than on actual

records, many persons tended to forget minor or

irregular sourcesof income. This resulted to under-
reporting of income and this became even more
pronounced for income sour ces such as those from

Social Security, customs payments, interest, etc.

Over -reporting of income, on the other hand, resulted
whenincomeon salf-employment wasr eportedin gross
rather than in net amounts. Another common error

wasthereporting of identical dollar amountsin two of

the six types of income items wher e a respondent with

only one sour ce of income assumed that the second
amount should be entered to represent total income.

Such instances of over-reporting had an impact on the
level of mean farm or non-farm self-employment

income and mean income published for the various

geographical subdivisonsof thearea.

Income data covered money income only, and did not
include non-cash income received by residents.
Despite the shift to wage and salary labor, non-cash
income derived from subsistence activities, aswell as
those received as customs payments, was still very
common among Palauan households and these
amounted to a significant portion during the year, if
included to their total income. These included goods
produced on farms and consumed by the household,
fishing, livestock raised and consumed by the
household, making handicraftsfor own use, and other
productive activities which were not for commer cial



purposes. Thefact that many farm familiesreceived n
important part of their income in the form of free
housing and goodsproduced and consumed on thefarm
should betaken into consider ation when comparingthe
income of farm and non-farm residents. Non-money
income such as business expense accounts, use of
business transportation and facilities, or partial
compensation by businessfor medical and educational
expenses wer e also received by non-farmresidents. In
comparingincome data for 1996 and earlier years, it
should be noted that an increaseor decreasein money
income did not necessarily represent a comparable
changein real income, unlessadjustmentsfor changes
in prices were made.

Inincometabulationsfor householdsand families, the
lowest income group (e.g., lessthan $2,500) included
thosethat wer eclassified ashavingnoincomein 1996.
Many of these were living on income in kind, savings
or gifts, were newly created families, or familiesin
which the sole breadwinner had recently died or left
the household. However, many of the households and
families which reported no income probably had some
money income which was not recorded in the census.
Some may havebeen living on subsistenceactivity and,
therefore, had received non-money income only.

Extensive computer editing procedur eswer einstituted
inthedata processing operation to reduce someof the
reporting errors and to improve the accuracy of the
income data. These procedures improved the
consistency of reported incomeitems associated with
work experience, occupation and class of worker. For

example, if persons reported they were self-employed
on their own farm or business, not incor porated, but
hadreported wage and salary ear ningsonly, thelatter

amount was shifted to net sdf-employment income.
Also, if any respondent reported total incomeonly, the
amount was gener ally assigned to one of the type of
income items according to responses to work

experience and class-of-worker questions. Another

type of problem wasthe non-reporting of income data.
Procedures were then devised to impute appropriate
values with either no income or positive or negative
dollar amountsfor themissing entries.

Compar ability - Theincome data collected in the 1980
and 1970 censuseswer esimilar tothe 1995 and 1990
censuses, but therewerevariationsin thedetail of the
guestions and the presentation of incometypesin the
tabulations. In the 1990 census tabulations, income
data wer e presented according to:

Wage or salary income
Net non-farm and farm self-employment income

Interest, dividend, or net rental income:
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-- Social Security income

-- Public assistanceincome
--  Retirement income

-- Remittanceincome, and

-- Other Income.

The 1997 Household Incomeand Expenditur es Survey
included ancther type of income - Customs Payments
Received -which in earlier censuseswas classified in
the Other I ncome category. (For moreinformation on
comparability of income data with earlier censuses,
refer toAppendix B of the 1990 Census of Population
and Housing publication - Republic of Palau.)

INDUSTRY, OCCUPATION, AND CLASS OF
WORKER

Dataon industry, occupation and class of worker were
derived from answers to questionnaire items 26, 27
and 28, respectively. Datafor theseitemsreferred to
the employed person’s during the census reference
week. For personswho had morethan onejob, thedata
referred to the job at which they worked the most
number of hours during the reference week. For
unemployed persons, the data concerning work
referred to the last or most recent job or business
since 1992. (For more information, see discussion
under Reference Week.)

Information or descriptionsof industry and occupation
provided by ther espondentswer econverted to codesby
the census editor sbased onthe Alphabetical I ndex of
I ndustries and Occupations.

Industry- Industry datawer eobtained from answer sto
the question: For whom did the person work? There
wererulestofollow in reportingin order to correctly
determine the kind of business or industry and
facilitate office coding:

A person on activeduty in the US Armed Forcesor
an unemployed per son whowason activeduty inthe
US Armed Forcesin higher last job since 1992
was to report the branch of service in the Armed
Forces, eg. Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps
and Coagt Guard.

A person was to report the full name of the
company, business or other employer. For
employer swithout company name, such asdentist's
or lawyer's office, the name of the employer wasto
bereported. For self-employed individual without a
company name, theenumer ator swer einstructed to
simply write self-employed asthe industry may be
deduced from the occupation reported.

For employees of a government agency, they were
to report the specific organization for which they
worked, what the activity of the agency was and



whether it was a Federal, National, State or local
gover nment.

The exact description of the kind of business or
industry must have indicated the general and
specificactivity of acompany, businessor employer
at the location wher e the per son wor ked.

If acompany had mor ethan onekind of businessor
industrial activity carried on in the same place,
only the major business or activity was to be
reported at that location. For many activitiesin
different locations, only the business or activity
where the person actually worked was to be
reported.

When an individual worked as domestic or other
private household worker in the home of another
person, the industry to be reported was private
home.

The industry classification system developed for the
1990 census, and subsequently used in 1995, consisted
of 235 categories for employed per sons, and classified
into 13 major industry groups. Since 1940, the
industrial classification wasbased onthe Standard and
Indugtrial Classification Manual (SIC). The 1990
census classification wasdeveloped from the1987 SIC
published by the Office of Management and Budget,
Executive Office of the President.

The SIC was designed primarily to classify
establishments by the type of industrial activity in
which they were engaged. However, census data that
was collected from households differ in detail and
coverage from those obtained from establishment
surveys. Ther efor e, thecensusclassification systems,
while defined in SIC terms, cannot reflect in full
details all categories. There are several levels of
industrial classification found in censustabulations.

Theindustry category, Public Administration, was
limited to regular government functions such as
legidlative, judicial, administrative, and regulatory
activities of governments. Other government
or ganizationssuch asschools, hospitals, liquor stores,
and buslineswer e classified by industry according to
the activity in which they wer e engaged.

Occupation- Occupation described clearly and
specifically the kind of work a person did. In some
cases, it revealed what a per son wascalled when he/she
performed a particular kind of work.

The occupation of a per son was ascer tained by asking
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the question: What kind of work was the person
doing? The answer required a sufficient and detailed
description of the kind of work so asto permit office
coding. The occupational classifications system
developed for the 1990 census, and also used in 1995,
consisted of 500 specific occupational categories for
employed persons arranged into 6 summary and 13
major occupational groups. This classification was
developed to be consistent with the Standard
Occupational Classification (SOC) Manual: 1980,
published by the Office of Federal Statistical Policy
and Standards, U.S. Department of Commerce. The
1997 Household Income and Expenditures Survey
tabulations presented data on several levels of
occupational details.

Some occupation groups arerelated closely tocertain
industries. Operators of transport equipment, farm
operatorsand workers, and privatehousehold workers
accounted for large proportions of their respective
industries of transportation, agriculture, and private
households. However, theindustry categoriesincluded
persons in other occupations. For example, persons
employed in agricultureincluded truck drivers, aswell
as bookkeepers; persons employed in the
transportation industry included mechanics, freight
handlers, as well as payroll clerks, and persons
employed in private household industry included
occupations such as chauffeur, gardener, as well as
secretary.

Class of Worker- Theclass of worker referred tothe
samejobastherespondent'sindustry and occupation.
Built-inresponsestotheclassof worker werelistedin
the questionnaire, which were asfollows:

Private wage and salary worker - This category
wasfor employeesof aprivatecompany or business
or of an individual who worked for wages, salary,
commission, tips, payment in kind, or piece-rate
payment. This also included employees of
churches, unions, YMCAs, political parties,
professional associations, non-profit hospitalsand
other non-gover nment or ganizations.

Government worker - This included employees of
National and State Gover nment agencies, including
employees of public schools, hospitals, gover nment-
owned electric power utilities, etc., regardless of
their industry classification.

Self-employed worker - Thisincluded per sonswho
worked for profit or fees in their own
unincor por ated business, professional practice or
farm, shop, etc. Persons who owned all or most of



the stock in a private corporation wer e also classified

inthis category. Managersor other executives hired
to manage a business or farm, salesperson
working for commissions, or officers in
cor poration werenot included in thiscategory, but
classified asprivate wage and salary workers.

Working without pay - Thisreferred to persons
who worked without pay in a business or farm
operated by a reative. Room, board and cash
allowance was not counted as pay for these family
members.

Occasionally, respondents provided industry,
occupation, or classof worker description, whichwere
not sufficiently specific for precise classification or
did not report on theseitems at all. Some of these
cases wer ecor rected through thefield editing process
and coding operation. In coding, certain types of
incomplete entries were corrected using the
Alphabetical I ndex of | ndustriesand Occupations. In
certainsituations, it waspossibletoassign anindustry
code based on the occupation reported.

Following thecoding oper ation, ther ewasthecomputer
edit and an allocation process. The edit determined
first whether a respondent was in the universe that
required an industry and occupation code. The codes
for industry, occupation and class of worker were
checked to ensurethey werevalid and consistent with
each other. Invalid and inconsistent codeswer eeither
blanked or corrected. If one or moreof thethreecodes
wereblank after the edit, a code was assigned from a
person having similar characteristics based on items
such as age, sex, education, residence and weeks
worked. If all the labor force and income data were
also blank, all these economic items wer e assigned
from one other person who provided all the necessary
data.

Comparability - Comparability of industry and
occupation data was affected by a number of factors,
primarily thechangesor revisionstotheclassification
systems used. For both the industry and occupation
classification systems, the basic structures were
generally the samefrom 1940to0 1970, but changesin
the individual categorieslimited comparability of the
datafrom onecensusto another. Thesechangeswere
needed because of the birth of new industries and
occupations, aswell asthe death of others, thegrowth
anddeclineof existingindustriesand occupations, and
the desire of analysts and users for more detailed
presentation of data. Another causeof incompar ability
was the possible movement of a segment of a category
to adifferent category in the next census. Changesin
the nature of jobs and respondent terminology and the
refinement of category composition made these
movements necessary.
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Other factor sthat affected datacompar ability included
the univer se to which the data referred (in 1970, the
age cutoff for labor for cewaschanged from 14 year sto
16 years), how the industry and occupation questions
werewor ded inthequestionnair e, improvementsin the
coding procedures, and how the not reported cases
were handled. Prior to 1970, they were placed in the
residual categories, Industry not reported and
Occupation not reported. In 1970, an allocation
process was introduced that assigned these cases to
major groups. In 1990 and 1980, the Not reported
caseswer e assigned to individual categories.

The 1990 census introduced an additional class of
worker category, private not-for-profit workers, which
was a subset of the 1980 category,employeeof private
employer. The 1995 category, private wage and
salary worker included those working for profit and
not-for-profit businesses.

Also, the 1990 category, private not-for-profit,
included employeesof foreign gover nments, theUnited
Nations, etc., which wer e classified as U.S. and other
government worker inthe 1997 Household Incomeand
Expenditures Survey, and as Federal Government
worker in the 1980 and 1970 censuses.

Comparability between satistics on industry and
occupation from the 1997 Household Income and
Expenditures Survey, and earlier censuses, and those
from other sour cesisaffected by thefactor sdescribed
inthesection Employment Status. Industry datafrom
population censuses cover all industriesand all types
of workers, wher eas, data from establishment surveys
often excluded privatehousehold wor ker s, gover nment
workers, and the sdlf-employed.

Also, theresponsesprovided by household respondents
may have differed in detail and nature from those
obtained from establishments. (For moreinformation
on compar ability, refer to Appendix B of the 1990
Census of Population and Housing publication -
Republic of Palau.)

LANGUAGE SPOKEN AT HOME

Data on language spoken at home wer e derived from
theanswers to questionnaire items 16a through 16c.
These were intended to measure the extent to which
languages other than Palauan wer e being spoken and
how frequently they were spoken relative to Palauan.
The questionswer e asked of all persons.

Language Spoken at Home - Persons were asked in
questionnaireitem 16a whether they currently spoke
onlyPalauan at home. Per sonswhoanswered Yeswere
not asked theremainder of the language questions.



Those persons who reported speaking a language
other than Palauan wereasked in question item 16b to
report thelanguage spoken at home. 1f morethan one
language was spoken, the person was asked which
language was spoken most often. If it could not be
determined which was spoken most often, the first
language the person learned to speak was recor ded.
The response was recorded by the enumerator and
later on coded using a detailed list of languages that
distinguished more than 30 languages or language
groups.

The imputation procedure for persons who failed to
report language spoken at home involved attributing
thelanguage of other household membersto a person
with noentry. If that wasnot possible, thelanguage of
a person of similar ethnic origin and other
demogr aphic characteristicswasimputed.

Comparability - In the 1997 Household Income and
Expenditures Survey, per sonswhoreported in question
item 16b that they spoke a language other than
Palauan at home were asked to report in item 16c¢ if
this language was spoken more frequently than
Palauan. Questionnaire items were different in the
1980 and 1990 censuses as the respondents were
asked to report their proficiency in writing and
speaking in any language, and whether a non-English
language spoken at homewas spoken mor efrequently
than English.

Data on language spoken at home wer e tabulated for
persons 5year sold and over only. Sincetheresponses
to questionnaire item 16b were expected to be
numerous, only the most common languages were
presented in details in the tabulations. Palauan,
English, Carolinian, Pilipino, Japanese, Korean, and
Chinese/Taiwanese. L anguages having lesser usage
were grouped into Other Micronesian, Asian, and
Other language, where appropriate. The Pilipino
language, though synonymous to Tagalog, also
included other Philippine languages spoken by
residents.

LEGAL RES DENCE

Data on the legal residence were obtained from
responses to questionnaireitem 17, which was asked
of persons 18 yearsold and over. Thelegal residence
was the place wher ethe person had registered to vote.
Thelegal residence of a person may be different from
his usual residence. However, for Palauan citizens,
thelegal residence may either bein the same statein
Palau as their usual residence, or it could be in a
different state.
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For persons registered in Palau, the hamlet in Koror
or the state or island was reported. For persons
registered in the U.S,, the name of the State was also
reported. Those registered in FSM or the Marshall
Islands reported the lowest level of geography.
Personsregisteredinaforeign countryincludingU.S.
territory or commonwesalth reported only the name of
the country.

Compar ability - For the first time in the 1997
Household Income and Expenditures Survey, question
on legal residence of a person was asked. The census
tabulations, however, limited the geographic
presentation to the 16 states in Palau, Guam, CNMI,
USA, FSM, Philippines, Japan, Korea, and
China/Taiwan. Other countriesnot classified in any of
these were grouped under Asia and Others, where

appropriate.

Where tabulations are shown for households and
families,thedatareferred tothelegal residence of the
householders.

MARITAL STATUS

Thedata on marital statuswerederived from answers
to questionnaireitem 6 that was asked of all persons.
Themarital statusclassificationreferred tothestatus
at the time of enumeration. Data for marital status,
however, were tabulated for persons 15 yearsold and
over only.

All persons were asked whether they were now
married, consensually married, widowed, divorced,
separated or never married. Couples who lived
together wereallowed toreport themarital statusthey
considered the most appropriate.

Never Married - included all persons who had never
been married, including persons whose only
marriage(s) was annulled.

Now Married, Except Separated - included persons
whose current marriage had not ended through
widowhood, divorce, or separation (regardless of
previous marital history). The category also included
couples who live together or person in common-law
marriages, if they considered this category the most
appropriate. In certaintabulations, currently married
persons wer e further classified as spouse present or
spouseabsent. I n selected tabulations, datafor married
andsepar ated per sonswer er eor ganized and combined
with information on the presence of the spouse in the
same household.



Consensually Married - included personsliving in a
martial union without acivil or religiousmatrimonial
contract and were classified as now married. They
wer ereported separately asconsensually married. The
category also included couples who lived together if
they considered this category the appropriate.

Separated - included persons legally separated or
otherwiseabsent from their spousesbecauseof marital
discord. Included were person who had been deserted
or whohad parted becausethey nolonger wanted tolive
together but had not obtained a divor ce.

Widowed - incdluded widows and widower s who had not
remarried.

Divorced - included per sonswho wer elegally divor ced
and who not remarried.

Now Married - included all persons whose current
marriage has not ended by widowhood or divorce. This
category included per sons defined above assepar ated.

Comparability - The 1997 Household Income and
Expenditures Survey marital status definitions were
the same asthose used in the 1990 census, and these
reflected the 1980 census with the exception of the
term never married which replaced the 1980 term
singleintabulations. A general marital statusquestion
has been asked in every US census since 1980.

PLACE OF BIRTH AND PARENTS PLACE OF
BIRTH

Thedata on place of birth werederived from answer to
questionnaire item 7. Mother’s place of birth and
father’s place of birth were derived from answers to
questionnaire items 11a and 11b, respectively. Each
place of birth question asked for the name of statein
Palau, theU.S. State, or theforeign country wherethe
person or theperson'sparentswer eborn accordingto
current international boundaries. Since numerous
changes in boundaries of foreign countries have
occurred in the last century, some persons may have
reported their place of birth or their parents place of
birth in terms of boundariesthat existed at thetime of
the birth or emigration, or in accordance with their
own national preference.

Persons not reporting placeof birth wereassigned the
birthplace of another family member or wereallocated
theresponse of another person or parent with similar
characteristics. Personsallocated asborn outsidethe
area of current residencewerenot allocated a specific
foreign country of birth, but were classified as Other
which meant that country or area was not specified.
The places of birth shown in the report were selected
base onthenumber of respondentswho chosetoreport
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that area or country of birth.

Compar ability - Similar datawer eshown intabulations
for the 1997 Household Income and Expenditures
Survey, asfor the 1980 and 1990 censuses. However,
nonresponsewas not allocated. Instead, such persons
wer e shown separately in thetablesunder Elsewhere.

Where tabulations are shown for households and
families, the data referred to the place of birth of
householders.

PLACE OF WORK

Data on Place of Work wer e obtained from answersto
questionnaireitem 20, which was asked of persons15
yearsold and over who indicated that they worked full
timeor part time, whether alsodid subsistenceactivity
or not, during the censusreference week.

The 1997 Household Incomeand Expenditur es Survey
tabulations presented data on Place of Work for
civilian workers16yearsold and over, which referred
to employed persons at work during the census
referenceweek. (For moreinformation on employed,
refer to discussion under Employment Status.)

POVERTY STATUSIN 1996

Thedata on poverty statuswere derived from answers
to the same questions as the income data,
questionnaireitems20and 25. (For moreinformation,
seethediscussion under Incomein 1996.)

Poverty statistics presented in the 1997 Household
Income and Expenditures Survey and various census
publications were based on a definition originated by
the Social Security Administration in 1964 and
subsequently modified by Federal inter-agency
committees in 1969 and 1980 and prescribed by the
Office of Management and Budget in Directive 14 as
the standard to be used by Federal agencies for
statistical purposes.

At the core of this definition was the 1961 economy
foodplan, theleast costly of four nutritionally adequate
food plansdesigned by the Department of Agriculture.
It was deter mined from the Agriculture Department's
1955 survey of food consumption that familiesof three
or moreper sonsspend approximately one-third of their
income on food; hence, the poverty level for these
families was set at threetimesthe cost of the economy
food plan.

For smaller familiesand per sonsliving alone, the cost
of theeconomy food plan wasmultiplied by factor sthat
wer e slightly higher to compensate for the relatively



Poverty Thresholds in 1996, by Size of Family and Number of
Related Children Under 18 Years

larger fixed expensesfor these smaller households.

Theincome cutoffsused by the US Census Bureau to

deter minethe poverty status of familiesand unrelated

individualsincluded aset of 48thresholdsarrangedin

a two-dimensional matrix consisting of family size Related

(from 1 person to 9 or more persons) cross-classified children under 18 years

by presence and number of family membersunder 18

years old (from no children present to 8 or more

children present). Unrelated individuals and two- —————— .

- . . Size of family unit

person families were further differentiated by age of Eight

householder (under 65 yearsold and 65 yearsold and None One Two Three

over). Four Five Six Seven or more

Thetotal income of each family or unrelated individual

in the sample was tested against the appropriate

poverty threshold to determine the poverty status of On€ Person (unrelated). ..

that family or unrelated individual. If thetotal income ~ onder 65 years......... 8,163

. ’ . 65 years and over...... 7,525

was lessthan the corresponding cutoff, the family or

unrelated individual was classified as below the Two PErsSONS. . ..o nn-.

poverty level. The number of persons below the  Hholder under 65 years. 10,507 10,815

poverty level wasthe sum of thenumber of personsin ~ Hholder 65 years & over 9,484 10,774

families with incomes below the poverty level and the

number of unrelated individuals with incomes below "€ Persons............ 12,273 12,629 12,641

thepoverty level. FOUr Persons............. 16,183 16,448 15,911 15,967
Five persons............. 19,516 19,800 19,194 18,725
18,438
SIX persons.............. 22,447 22,536 22,072 21,627
20,965 20,573
Seven personS.-......-.... 25,828 25,990 25,434 25,046
24,324 23,482 22,558
Eight persons............ 28,887 29,142 28,617 28,158
27,506 26,678 25,816 25,597
Nine persons or more..... 34,749 34,917 34,453 34,063

33,423 32,542 31,746 31,548 30,333

The poverty thresholdsarerevisedannually toallow for
changes in the cost of living as reflected in the
Consumer Pricelndex. The average poverty threshold
for a family of four persons was $12,674 in 1989.
Poverty thresholds were applied on a national basis for
theU.S. and werenot adjusted for regional, stateor local
variations in the cost of living. Therefore, the
thresholds used for Palau wer e the same asthose used
in the United States. For a detailed discussion of the
poverty definition, see U.S. Bureau of the Census,
Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No.171,
Poverty in the United States: 1988 and 1989.

Persons for Whom Poverty Status was Determined -
Poverty status was determined for all persons except
institutionalized persons, persons in military group

quartersandin collegedor mitories. Thesegroupswere
also excluded from the denominator when calculating
poverty rates.

Specified Poverty Levels - Since the poverty levels
currently used by the Federal Government do not meet
all the needs of data users, some of the data were
presented for alternate levels. These specified poverty
levels wer eobtained by multiplyingtheincome cutoffsat
the poverty level by the appropriate factor. For example,
the average income cutoff at 125 per cent of poverty level
was $15,843 ($12,674 x 1.25) in 1989 for a family of
four persons.

Weighted Average Thresholds at the Poverty Level:
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The average thresholds shown in the first column of
Table A were weighted by the presence and number of
children. For example, the weighted average threshold
for a given family size was obtained by multiplying the
threshold for each presence and number of children
category within the given family size by the number of
families in that category. These products were then
aggregated across the entire range of presence and
number of children categories, and the aggregate was
divided by the total number of familiesin the group to
yield the weighted aver agethreshold at thepoverty level
for that family size.

Sincethebasicthresholdsused todeter minethepoverty
status of familiesand unrelated individualswer eapplied
to all families and unrelated individuals, the weighted
average poverty thresholds were derived using all
familiesand unrelated individualsrather than just those
classified as being below the poverty level.

Comparability - The poverty definition used in the 1997
Household Income and Expenditures Survey was the
same asthat used in the 1980 and 1990 censuses. This
definition differed dightly from that used in the 1970
census. Threetechnical modificationsweremadetothe
definition used in the 1970 census as described below:

The separatethresholds for familieswith afemale
householder with no husband present and all other
families were eliminated. For the 1980 and 1990
censuses, the weighted average of the poverty
thresholds for these two types of families was
appliedtoall typesof families, regardless of the sex
of the householder.

Farm families and farm unreated individuals no
longer had a set of poverty thresholds that were
lower than the thresholds applied to nonfarm
families and unrelated individuals. The farm
thresholds were 85 percent of the corresponding
levelsfor nonfarm familiesinthe1970census. The
same thresholds were applied to all families and
unrelated individuals regardless of residence in
1980 and 1990.

Thethresholdsby sizeof family wer eextended from
7 or morepersonsin1970to 9 or more personsin
1980 and 1990.

The population covered in the poverty statistics derived
from the 1980 and 1990 censuses was essentially the
same as in the 1970 census. The only difference was
that in 1980 and 1990, unrelated individuals under 15
year s old wer eexcluded from thepoverty univer se, while
in 1970, only those under 14 years old were excluded.
The poverty data from the 1960 census excluded all
persons in group-quarters and included all unrelated
individualsregardlessof age. It wasunlikely that these
differences in population coverage would have had
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significant impact when comparing the poverty data for
per sons since the 1960 censuses.

REASON FOR MIGRATION

Data on reason for migration werederived from built-in
responsesto questionnaireitem 10, which was asked of
persons born outside Palau. The question, Why did this
person come to Palau the first time? was asked of
persons who indicated in the question on citizenship
(item 8) that they were not born in Palau. If the person
gave more than one reason, the main reason was
considered. The possiblereasonswere asfollows:

Employment - if a person cameto Palau for thefirst
time primarily for employment, even if he/she had
other reasonsfor coming;

Spouse of employed person - if a person came to
Palau for thefirst timeprimarily becausehe/shewas
aspouseof aper son who cameeither for employment
or was already employed in Palau;

Dependent of employed person - if a person cameto
Palau for thefirst timeprimarily becausehe/shewas
the dependent (but not the spouse) of a person who
cameeither for employment or wasalready employed
in Palau;

Familymember of employed person - if aperson came
to Palau for thefirst time primarily because he/she
was afamily member (other than aspouseor adirect
dependent) of a person who was either employed or
who camefor employment in Palau;

Student - if a person cameto Palau for thefirst time
primarily to be a student at either an elementary,
high school or college;

Missionary - if a person came primarily for
missionary activities;

Medical reasons- if a person came to Palau for the
first time primarily for medical reasons even if
he/she had other reasonsfor coming;

Visiting or vacation - if a person came to Palau for
thefirst time primarily to visit or for vacation, even
if the person eventually stayed or had other reasons
for coming;

Others - if the person had some other reasons for
comingto Palau for thefirst time other than those
listed above, he/she was asked to state the specific
reason.

Compar ability - Thequestion on reason for migration to
Palau was asked for thefirst timein the 1995 Census of



Population and Housing, and wasused again in the 1997
Household Income and Expenditures Survey.

REFERENCE WEEK

The data on labor force status was related to the
referenceweek; that is, thecalendar week precedingthe
data on which the respondents were interviewed by
enumerators. This week was not the same for all
respondents sincetheenumer ation wasnot completedin
one week. The occurrence of holidays during the
enumer ation period could affect thedataon actual hours
worked during thereference week, but probably had no
effect on overall measurement of employment status.

Comparability - The reference weeks for the 1997
Household Income and Expenditures Survey included
that time between the third week of February 1997 and
the third week of June 1997 during which time
enumerators worked in the field. Some workers may
have observed holidays such as Independence Day,
Thanksgiving Day or other local holidays.

The differing occur rence of the various holidays could
affect the compar ability of the 1997 Household Income
and Expenditures Survey data and those from the 1990
and 1980 censuses on actual hours worked for some
areasif the respective weeks containing holidays were
ther eferenceweeksfor asignificant number of persons.
The holidays probably did not affect the overall
measurement of employment status since this
information wasbased on work activity duringtheentire
refer ence week.

RELIGION

Data on religion were derived from answers to
guestionnaireitem 4a, which was asked of all persons.

This item had an open-ended question and the
enumerator s recor ded theresponses. Theseresponses
were later on coded using a list of more than 10
identified religions. Persons who said they had no
religion were classified into the None category, while
thosewhor efused toanswer thequestion wer eclassified
into the Refused category.

Compar ability - The question on religion wasasked for
the first time in the 1997 Household Income and
Expenditures Survey, and data were shown for all
persons, regar dless of age.

RESIDENCE IN 1992

Inthe 1997 Household Incomeand ExpendituresSurvey,
dataon residencein 1992 werederived from answersto
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questionnaireitems 14a and 14b, which were asked of
personsborn before 1992. For personswhoreportedin
item 14athat they lived in adifferent houseon February
15, 1992 other than their current residence on thedate
of enumeration, question item 14 b asked for hamlet or
Statein Palau, U.S. stateor territory or foreign country
wherethose per sonswer eliving on that date. Residence
in 1992 wasused in conjunction with location of current
residenceto deter minetheextent of residential mobility
of the population and the resulting redistribution of the
population among the states and between the states and
the U.S. statesand other foreign countries.

When noinformation on residencein 1992 wasr epor ted
for a person, information for other family members, if
available, was used to assign a location of residence in
1992. All casesof nonresponseor in-completeresponse
that were not assigned a previous residence based on
information from other family members were allocated
the previous residence of another person with similar
characteristicswho provided completeinformation.

The tabulation category Same House included all
per sons 5yearsold and over whodid not moveduringthe
5 years, aswell asthose who had moved but by 1997 had
returned to their 1992 residence. The category
Different House in Palau included personswho lived in
Palau in 1992 but in adifferent houseor apartment from
the one they occupied on February 15, 1997. These
movers were then further subdivided according to the
type of move.

In most tabulation, per sonswho moved within Palau were
dividedintothosemovingwithin thesamestateand those
moving from a different state. Movers from outside
Palau wer e divided into groupsaccording to their 1992
residence: Guam, CNMI, U.S,, FSM, Asia and Others.
The Asa group were further subdivided into 4
countries: Philippines, Japan, K orea, and China/Taiwan;
withtheremainingdifferenceincludedinAsia. Thelast
group Others included persons who wereresiding in a
foreign country, other than those earlier listed.

The number of persons who were living in a different
house in 1992 was somewhat lessthan thetotal number
of moves during the five-year period. Some personsin
the same house at the two dates had moved during the
fiveyear period but by the time of the census had
returned to their 1992 residence. Other persons who
were living in a different house had made one or more
intermediate moves. For similar reasons, thenumber of
personsliving on a different idand may be under stated.

Comparability - The 1997 Household Income and
Expenditures Survey question reported data similar to



that in the 1990 census. Similar questions wer e also
asked in the 1980 and 1990 censuses, but previous
residence was not allocated for nonresponse in 1980.
These personswer eshown in thecategory residencein
1975 not reported. In the 1970 census, the migration
questionsdid not ask for residencein a specific village
or island within the area.

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT AND LABOR FORCE
STATUS

Tabulation of dataon enrollment, educational attainment,
and labor force statusfor the population 16 to 19 years
old allowed for the calculation of the proportion of the
age group who werenot enrolled in school and not high
school graduates, or dropouts. Definitionsof thethree
topicsand descriptions of the censusitems from which
they were derived were presented in Educational
Attainment, Employment Statusand School Enrollment
and Typeof School. Thepublished tabulationsincluded
both the civilian and Armed For ces populations.

Compar ability - Thetabulation of school enrollment by
labor force status in the 1997 Household Income and
Expenditures Survey wassimilar tothat publishedin the
1980 and 1990 census reports. The 1980 census
tabulation includedasingledatalinefor Armed For ces,
however, enrollment, educational attainment and labor
for ce status data wer e shown for the civilian population
only. In 1970, tabulation wasincluded for 16 to 21 year
old malesnot attending school.

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT AND TYPE OF SCHOOL

Dataon school enrollment wer ederived from answer sto
questionnaireitem 12, which was asked of all persons.
Persons wer e classified as enrolled in school if they
reported attending aregular public or private school or
college at any time between February 15, 1997 and the
time of enumeration. Thequestionincluded instructions
to include only nursery school, kindergarten,
elementary school, and schooling that would lead to a
high school diploma or a college degree as regular
school.

Enumeratorswereinstructed that enrollment in atrade
or business school, company training, or tutoring were
not to be included unless the cour se would be accepted
for credit at aregular elementary schooal, high school, or
college. Persons who did not answer the enrollment
guestion were considered asnot enrolled.

Publicand Private School - Per sonswho attended school
in the reference period indicated whether they were
enrolled in either public school, public college or
private school, private college. A public school was
defined asany school or collegecontrolled and supported
by the state, national or Federal Government. Schools
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supported and controlled primarily by religious
organizations or other private groups were defined as
private.

Leve of School in Which Enrolled - Persons who were
enrolled in school were classified as enrolled in
preprimary school, elementary, high school or college
according totheir responseto question item 13 (year sof
school completed or highest degree received). Persons
who were enrolled and reported completing nursery
school or lesswere classifiedasenrolled in preprimary
school, which included kindergarten. Similarly,
enrolled persons who had completed at least
kindergarten, but not high school, were classified as
enrolledinelementary or highschool. Enrolled persons
whoreported completing high school or somecollegeor
having received a post-secondary degreewer eclassified
as enrolled in college. Enrolled per sons who reported
completing the twelfth grade but receiving No Diploma
were classified as enrolled in high school. (For more
information on level of school, see discussion on
Educational Attainment.)

Comparability - The 1997 Household Income and
Expenditur es Sur vey questionson school enrollment and
highest level of school completed mirrored that of the
1990 census. School enrollment questions have been
included in the decennial census since 1930; grade
attended wasfir st asked in 1950; and typeof school was
first asked in 1970. In 1930, the enroliment question
referred to attendance since September 1. In 1940, the
reference wasto attendancein the month preceding the
census, and in the 1950 and subsequent censuses, the
question referred to attendance in the two months
preceding the census date.

In past years, instructions on the types of schools to
include have changed. In the 1950 instructions, the
term regular school wasintroduced, and it was defined
as schooling which advances a person towards an
elementary or high school diploma or a college,
university or professional school degree. Vocational,
trade or business schools were excluded unless they
were graded and considered part of a regular school
system. On-the-job training was excluded, as were
nursery school and kindergarten. Instruction by
correspondence was excluded unless it was given by a
regular school and counted towar ds promotion.

In 1960, the question used the term regular school or
college and a smilar, though expanded, definition of
regular was included in the instructions, which
continued to exclude nursery school, but included
kindergarten. In the 1970 census, the questionnaire
used the phraseregular school or college and included
instructions to count nursery school, kindergarten, and
schooling which leads to an eementary school
certificate, high school diploma, or college degree.



The age range for which enrollment data have been
obtained and published has varied over the censuses.
Information on enrollment wasr ecor ded for persons5to
24 yearsoldin 1940; for persons5to 29 yearsold in
1950; for personsaged 5 to 34 yearsin 1960; and for
those 3 years old and over since 1970. Most of the
publishedenrollment figuresreferred to per sons5to 24
years in 1940, 5to 29 yearsin 1950, 5 to 34 yearsin
1960, 3to 34 yearsin 1970, and 3yearsold and over in
1980 and 1990. This growth in age group whose
enrollment was reported reflectsincreased interest in
thenumber of childrenin preprimary schoolsandin the
number of older persons attending colleges and
universities.

In the 1950 and subsequent censuses, college students
were enumerated where they lived while attending
college, whereas in earlier censuses, they generally
wereenumerated at their parental homes. Thischange
shouldnot affect thecompar ability of national figureson
collegeenrollment since 1940, however it may affect the
compar ability over time of enrollment figures at sub-
national levels.

Type of school wasfirst introduced inthe 1970 census.
The type of school was incorporated into the yes
response categories for the enroliment question. The
types identified were public, parochial and other
private. Inthe1980 census,private, church related and
private, not church related r eplaced par ochial and other
private. Grade of enrollment was first available in the
1950 census, where it was obtained from responsesto
the question on highest grade of school completed.
Enumerators were instructed that for a person still in
school, the last grade completed will be the grade
preceding the one in which he/she was now enrolled.
From 1960 to 1980, grade of enrollment was obtained
fromthehighest gradeattended in thetwo-part question
used tomeasur eeducational attainment. Theform of the
question from which level of enrollment was derived in
the 1990 census most closely corresponds to the
question used in 1950. Whiledatafrom prior censuses
can be aggregated to provide levels of enrollment
comparable to the 1995 and 1990 censuses, the 1995
and 1990 census data cannot be disaggregated to show
single grade of enrollment asin previous censuses.

Data on school enrollment were also collected and
published by other Federal and local government
agencies. Where these data were obtained from
adminigtrative records of school systems and
institutions of higher learning, they wereonly roughly
comparable with data from population censuses and
household surveys becauseof differencesin definitions
and concepts, subject matter covered, time references
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and enumeration methods. At the state level, the
difference between thelocation of theinstitution and the
residence of the student may affect the compar ability of
census and administrativedata. Differencesbetween the
boundaries of school districts and census geographic
units also may affect these comparisons.

SEX

The data on sex were derived from answers to
questionnaire item 2, which was asked of all persons.
For most cases in which sex was not reported, it was
determined by the appropriate entry from the person’s
given name and household relationship. Otherwise, sex
was imputed according to the relationship to the
householder and the age and marital status of the
per son.

Sex Ratio - A measure derived by dividing the total
number of males by the total number of females and
multiplying by 100.

Comparability - A question on the sex of individuals,
similar tothat asked in the 1997 Household Income and
Expenditures Survey has been asked of the total
population in every census.

MILITARY STATUS

Data on military status were derived from answersto
questionnaire item 19, which was asked of all persons
15yearsoldand over. For census tabulations, data on
military status wereshown for persons 16 yearsold and
over who were on active duty (at the time of
enumeration) in the US Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine
Corps or the Coast Guard; on activeduty in the past (but
not at the time of enumeration); Reserves or National
Guard only; and not in active duty.

Limitation of the Data - Theremay beatendency for the
following kinds of personsto report erroneously that
they served on active duty in the Armed Forces. (a)
persons who served in the National Guard or military
Reserves but werenever called toactiveduty; (b) civilian
employees or volunteersfor the USO, Red Cross, or the
Department of Defense or its predecessor Departments
(War and Navy); and employees of theM erchant Marine
or Public Health Service.

Comparability - Since census data on military status
wer e based on sdlf-reported responses, they may differ
from data from other sources such as administrative
recor ds of the Department of Defense.

The wording of the question on military status for the
1997 Household Income and Expenditures Survey was



limited to whether personswer e nowon activeduty; had
been on activeduty in thepast, but not now; had served in
the Reserves or National Guard; or had not been on
active duty, representing only one part of a two part
question in 1990.

In the 1990 census, the question was expanded from the
veteran/not veteran question in 1980 to include
questionson current activeduty statusand serviceinthe
military Reserves and the National Guard. The
expansion was intended to clarify the appropriate
response for persons in the Armed Forces and for
persons who served in the National Guard or military
Reserve units only. For the first time in a census,
service during World War 11 as a Merchant Marine
Seaman was consider ed active-duty military serviceand
personswith such servicewer ecounted asveterans. An
additional period of military service, September 1980 or
later, wasadded in 1990. Asin 1970 and 1980, per sons
reporting mor ethan oneperiod of servicewereshownin
themaost recent wartime period of servicecategory. The
question on Years of Military Service was new for the
1990 census.

USUAL RESIDENCE

Data on usual residence were derived from entriesin
questionnaireitemsE, F and G, which werecompleted by
thecensusenumerators. Usual residence wastheplace
where a person lived and dept most of thetime. In the
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following rules applied totheenumer ation of personsin

their usual residence:

- Family members, housemates, roommates, foster
children, boarders, roomersand live-in employees
were counted in their usual residence; that is, the
place wherethey lived and sept most of thetime;

--  Persons temporarily away on a business trip or
vacation, in general hospital or for
customg/traditional purposeswerecountedintheir
usual residence;

- High school and college students wer e counted in
the place wher e they lived while attending schoal;

- Children below college level but away in boarding
schools wer ecounted in theusual residenceof their
household;

- Personsin the Armed Forces were counted in the
place wherethey lived;

-- Newborn babiesstill in thehospital werecounted in
the usual residence of their parent/s;

--  Personswerecounted intheplacewher ethey stayed
most of the week while working even if they had a
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home elsewhere; and

Per sons whohad nousual residencewer ecounted on
the place wher ethey wer e staying on Survey day.

Excluded from the count of persons in the usual
residence werethefollowing:

Per sonswho usually lived somewher e elsg;

--  Persons who were away in an institution, such as
prison, mental hospital, or nursing home;

--  College students who lived somewher e else while
attending school;

--  Personsinthe Armed Forceswho lived somewhere
else; and

Per sons who stayed somewhereelsemost of thetime
whileworking.

Compar ability - In everycensus, dataonusual residence
of persons are made available in specified geographic
disaggregations. The 1997 Household Income and
Expenditures Survey tabulations on usual residence
presented data on the state level and by hamlet for the
state of Koror. Where tabulations were shown for
households and families, the data referred to the usual
residence of the householders.

WORK STATUSIN 1996

Data on work statusin 1996 wer ederived from answers
to questionnaire items 32a through 32c, which were
asked of persons 15 years old and over. Census
tabulations, however, showed data for Work Statusin
1996 for persons 16 years old and over. Persons 16
years old and over who worked one or more weeks
according tothecriteriadescribed below wer eclassified
asWorked in 1996. All other persons 16 yearsold and
over were classified asDid not work in 1996.

Weeks Worked in 1996 - Data on Weeks Worked in
1996 wer ederived from responsesto questionnair eitem
32b, which was asked of persons who indicated in
question item 32athat they worked in 1996.

Thedata pertain to the number of weeksin 1996 during
which a person didany work for pay or profit (including
paidvacation and paid sick leave) or worked without pay
on a family farm or in a family business. Weeks of
active servicein the Armed Forceswere also included.

Usual Hours Worked per Week Worked in 1996 - The
data on usual hours worked per week worked in 1996
were derived from answers to questionnaire item 32c.
This question was asked of persons who indicated that



they worked in 1996.

Thedatapertaintothenumber of hoursaper son usually
worked during the weeks worked in 1996. The
respondent was to report the number of hours worked
per week in the majority of the weekshe/sheworked in
1996. If the hour sworked per week varied consider ably
during 1996, the respondent was to report an
approximate aver ageof thehour swor ked per week. The
statistics on usual hour sworked per week in 1996 wer e
not necessarily related to the data on actual hours
worked during the census reference week (question
item 20). Persons 16 years old and over who reported
that they usually worked 35 or more hours each week
during theweeksthey worked wer eclassified asUsually
worked full time; per sonswhoreported that they usually
worked1to 34 hourswereclassified asUsuallyworked
part time.

Year-Round Full-TimeWorkers- All persons16 years
old and over who usually worked 35 hours or more per
week for 50 to 52 weeksin 1996.

Number of Workers in Family in 1996 - The term
worker as used for these data was defined based on the
criteriafor Work Statusin 1996.

Limitation of the Data - It was probable that the number
of per sonswhoworked in 1996 and thenumber of weeks
wor k ed wer eunder stated sincesomer espondentstended
to forgetinter mittent or short periodsof employment or
to exclude weekswor ked without pay. They may also be
atendency for personsto excludeweeksof paid vacation
among their weeksworked; oneresult may be that the
census figures may under state the number of persons
who worked 50 to 52 weeks

Compar ability - Data on weeks worked collected in the
1997 Household Income and Expenditures Survey were
compar able with data from the 1990, 1980, 1970, and
1960 censuses, but may not beentirely compar ablewith
data from the 1940 and 1950 censuses. Sincethe 1960
census, two separ ate questions have been used to obtain
thisinformation. Thefirst identified persons with any
work experience during the year and, thus, indicated
those persons for whom the questions on number of
weeks work applied. In 1940 and 1950, however, the
questionnaires contained only a single question on
number of weeksworked. I n 1970, per sonsresponded to
the question on weeksworked by indicating one of six-
weeks worked intervals. In the 1995, 1990 and 1980
censuses, persons were asked to report the specific
number of weeksthey worked.

YEAR OF ENTRY
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Data on year of entry were derived from answers to
questionnaireitem 9, which was asked of persons who
wereborn outside Palau. Thequestion, In what month
and year did this person come to Palau to stay? was
asked of persons who indicated on the question on
citizenship(item 8) that they werenot born in Palau. For
persons who have entered Palau more than once, the
latest month and year they cameto stay was considered
as the date of entry. (For more information, see the
discussion on Citizenship.)

The 1997 Household Income and Expenditures Survey
questions, tabulations and census data products about
citizenship and year of entry included no reference to
immigration. All persons who were born and resided
outside Palau befor e becoming residents of Palau had a
date of entry. Some of these persons were US citizens
by birth (e.g. per sonsborn abroad of American par ents).
To avoid any possible confusion concer ning the date of
entry of persons who were U.S. citizens by birth, the
term year of entry wasused in thisreport instead of the
termyear of immigration.

Limitation of the Data- Thecensusquestionson nativity,
citizenship, and year of entry were not designed to
measure the degree of permanence of residence in
Palau. Thephraseto stay was used to obtain theyear in
which the per son became aresident of Palau. Although
therespondent was directed to indicate the year he/she
enteredthecountryto stay, it wasdifficult toensurethat
respondentsinter preted the phrase correctly.

Compar ability - A question on year of entrywasasked in
the 1970, 1980 and 1990 censuses. In 1980, the
question on year of entry included six arrival time
intervals. Thenumber of arrival intervalswasexpanded
toten in 1990. In 1980, the question on year of entry
was asked only of theforeign-born population. 1n 1990,
all persons not born in Palau were to answer the
question on year of entry. Inthe1997 Household Income
and Expenditures Survey, persons reported the month
and year of entry into Palau.

HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

Living Quarters- Living quarters were classified as
housing units. Usually, living quarters were in
structures intended for residential use (e.g. one-family
home, apartment house, hotel or motel, boar ding house,
or mobile home). Living quarters may also be in
structuresintended for nonresidential use(for example,
theroomsin a warehouse where a guard lives), as well
as in places such as boats, tents, vans, sheltersfor the
homeless, and dormitories.



Housing Units - A housing unit was a house, an
apartment, amobilehomeor trailer, agroup of roomsor
a single room occupied assepar ateliving quarters, or if
vacant, intended for occupancy as separate living
quarters. Separate living quarter swerethosein which
the occupants live and eat separately from any other
per sonsin thebuildingand which had dir ect accessfrom
outside the building or through a common hall.

Theoccupantsmay beasinglefamily, one person living
alone, two or morefamilieslivingtogether, or any other
group of relatedor unrelated per sonswho shared living
arrangements. For vacant units, the criteria of
separateness and direct access were applied to the
intended occupants whenever possible. If that
information cannot beobtained, thecriteriawereapplied
to the previous occupants. Both occupied and vacant
housing units were included in the housing unit
inventory, except that recreational vehicles, boats, vans,
tents and the like were included only if they were
occupied assomeone susual placeof residence. Vacant
mobilehomeswer eincluded provided they wer eintended
for occupancy on the site where they stand. Vacant
mobile homeson dealers' saleslotsor in storageyards
wer e excluded from the housing inventory.

If the living quarters contained 9 or more persons
unrelatedtothehouseholder or personin charge(atotal
of 10 unrelated persons), they wer e classified asgroup
quarters. If the living quarters contained 8 or fewer
persons unrelated to the householder or person in
charge, they wer e classified ashousing units.

Occupied Housing Units- A housing unit wasclassified
as occupied if it wasthe usual place of residence of the
person or group of personsliving in it at the time of
enumeration, or if the occupantswereonly temporarily
absent; that is, away on vacation or business. If all the
persons staying intheunit at thetime of the censushad
their usual place of residence elsewhere, the unit was
classified as vacant. A household included all the
personswho occupy a housing unit astheir usual place
of residence. By definition, the count of occupied
housing units for the tabulations was the same as the
count of households or householders.

Vacant Housing Units- A housing unit wasvacant if no
onewaslivinginit at thetimeof enumeration, unlessits
occupants were only temporarily absent. Units
temporarily occupied at thetimeof enumeration entirely
by persons who had a usual residence elsewhere were
also classified as vacant. (For more information, see
discussion under Usual Home Elsewhere.)

New units not yet occupied were classified as vacant
housing unitsif construction had reached a point where
all exterior windows and door s were installed and final
usable floorswerein place. Vacant unitswer eexcluded
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if they wer e open to the elements; that is, ther oof, walls,
windows, and/or doors no longer protected the interior
from the elements, or if positive evidence existed (such
asasign on the house or in the block) that the unit was
condemned or wasto bedemolished. Alsoexcluded were
quarters being used entirely for non-residential
purposes, such asastore or an office, or quartersused
for the storage of business supplies or inventory,
machinery, or agricultural products.

Hotels, Motels, Rooming Houses, etc. - Occupied rooms
or suitesof roomsin hotels, motels, and similar places
wer e classified as housing units only when occupied by
permanent residents; that is, per sonswhoconsidered the
hotel s their usual place of residence or had no usual
placeof residenceelsewhere. Vacant roomsor suitesof
rooms wer e classified as housing units only in those
hotels, motels, andsimilar placesin which 75 per cent or
mor eof theaccommodationswer eoccupied by per manent
residents.

If any of the occupantsin a rooming or boarding house
lived and ate separately from othersin the building and
had direct access from outside, their quarters were
classified as separate housing units.

Staff Living Quarters- Theliving quartersoccupied by
staff per sonnel within any group quarter swer e separ ate
housing unitsif they satisfied the housing unit criteria
of separateness and direct access; otherwise, they were
considered group quarters.

Compar ability - The first Census of Housing in 1940
established the dwelling unit concept. Although the
term became housing unit and the definition has been
modified slightly in succeeding censuses; the 1997
Household Income and Expenditures Survey definition
for housing unit wasthe same asthat used for the1990
and 1980 censuses.

AIR CONDITIONING

Data on air conditioning were obtained from
gquestionnaire item H27, which was asked for both
occupiedand vacant housing units. Air conditioningwas
defined as the cooling of air by a refrigeration unit. It
did not include evaporative coolers, fans, or blowers,
which were not connected to a refrigeration unit;
however, it did include heat pumps. A central system
was an ingtallation that air-conditioned a number of
rooms. In an apartment building, each apartment may
have its own central system, or there may be several
systems, each providing central air conditioning for a
group of apartments. A central system with individual
room controlswasa central air conditioning system. A
room unit was an individual air-conditioner that was
installed in a window or an outside wall and was
generally intended to cool one room, although it may



sometimes be used to cool morethan oneroom.

Compar ability - Data on air-conditioning wer e collected
for thefirst timein 1980 and wer e shown only for year-
round housing units. In the 1990 census, data were
shown for all housing units while the 1997 Household
Income and Expenditur es Survey tabulations presented
datafor occupied housing unitsonly.

BATHTUB OR SHOWER

Data on Bathtub or shower were obtained from
questionnaire item H15, which was asked for all
occupied and vacant housing units. Bathtub or shower
was counted only if the equipment was per manently
connected to piped running water. Portable bathtubs
werenot included in the bathtub or shower category.

Answers to the question, Do you have a bathtub or
shower? provided data on the number of housing units
with bathtub or shower (a) insidetheunit, (b) insidethe
building, outside the building, or with no bathtub or
shower.

Compar ability - Dataon bathtub or shower werecollected
for thefirst timein 1970. In 1980, the data wer e shown
separ ately aswell ascombined with dataon water supply
and flush toilet to identify the presence of complete
plumbing facilities.

BEDROOMS

Dataon bedroomswer eobtained from questionnaireitem
12, which was asked for both occupied and vacant
housing units. The number of bedroomswas the count
of rooms designed to be used as bedrooms; that is, the
number of roomsthat would belisted asbedrcomsif the
houseor apartment were on the market for sale or for
rent. Included were all rooms intended to be used as
bedrooms even if they currently were being used for
someother purpose. A housing unit consisting of only
oneroom, such asa one-room efficiency apartment was
classified, be definition, as having no bedroom. The
1997 Household Income and Expenditures Survey
tabulations presented data on the number of bedrooms
for all housing units, as well asfor owner-occupied and
renter-occupied housing units.

Compar ability - Data on bedr oomshavebeen collected in
every census since 1960. In 1970 and 1980, data for
bedroomswer e shown onlyfor year-round units. In past
censuses, aroom wasdefined asabedroom if it wasused
mainlyfor sleeping even if also used for other purposes.
Rooms that were designed to be used as bedrooms but
used mainly for other pur poseswerenot consideredtobe
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bedrooms. A distribution of housingunitsby number of
bedrooms calculated from data collected in a 1986 U.S.
test showed virtually no differencesin the two versions
except in the two-bedroom category, wherethe previous
use definition showed a dightly lower proportion of
units. In the 1997 Household I ncome and Expenditures
Survey, respondents wer e askedto provideanumber for
the count of bedroomsin the housing unit, whereas the
1990 census offered a range of 5 choices from no
bedroomto 5 or more bedrooms.

BOARDED-UP STATUS

Data on boarded-up status were obtained from
guestionnaire item C2 for all vacant housing units.
Boarded-up units had windows and doors covered by
wood, metal, or similar materialsto protect theinterior
and to prevent entry into the building. A single-unit
structure, a unit in a multi-unit structure, or an entire
multi-unit structure may be boarded-up in thisway. For
certain census products, boar ded-up units were shown
only for unitsin the Other vacant category.

Compar ability - Dataon boar ded-up statuswer ecollected
for thefirst timein 1980 and was shown only for year-
round vacant housing units.

BUSINESS ON PROPERTY

Data on business on property were obtained from
gquestionnaire item H2b, which was asked for all
occupied and vacant one-family houses and mobile
homes. This question was used to exclude owner-
occupied one-family houses with business or medical
offices on the property from certain satistics on
financial characteristics.

A business had to be easily recognizable from the
outside. It will usually have a separate outside entrance
and have the appearance of a business, such as grocery
store, restaurant, or shop. It may either be attached to
thehouseor mobilehomeor belocated elsawhereon the
property. Thosehousingunitsinwhich aroomwasused
for business or professional purposes and have no
recognizable alterations to the outside were not
considered as having a business. Medical offices were
considered businessesfor tabulation purposes.

The 1997 Household Income and Expenditures Survey
tabulations presented data on business on property for
owner -occupied and renter-occupied one-family houses
only.

Compar ability - Data on business on property have been
collected for Palau since the 1940 census.



COOKING FACILITIES

Data on cooking facilities were obtained from
questionnaire item H17, which was asked for all
occupied and vacant housing units. Main cooking
facilities were the ones that were used most often for
preparation of meals. They can be located inside or
outside the building. No cooking facilities included
those units with no cooking facilities available either
inside or outsidethe building. The censustabulations
presented data on cooking facilities for occupied
housing unitsonly.

Compar ability - Dataon cookingfacilitieswer ecollected
for thefirst timein 1970. In 1980, data for cooking
facilities were shown for year-round and occupied
housing units. 1n 1990, datawereshown for all housing
units. Also, thequestion onthetypeof cookingfacilities
was asked, to include the additional categories,
Microwave oven and non-portable burners and
microwave oven only. In 1995, only the question on
micr owave oven was asked.

GROSSRENT

Dataon grossrent (alsoreferred to as cash rent) were
obtained from questionnaireitem H5, which was asked
for all occupied housing unitsthat wererented for cash
rent and all vacant housing units that were for rent at
thetime of enumeration.

Housing units that were renter-occupied without
payment of cashrent wereshown separately as No cash
rent in censusdata products. The unit may beowned by
friends or relativeswholived elsswhereand who allowed
occupancy without charge. Rent-free houses or
apartmentsmay be provided to compensate caretakers,
ministers, tenant farmers, sharecroppers, or others.

Grossrent, or cash rent, wasthemonthly rent agreed to
or contracted for, regardless of any furnishings,
utilities, fees, meals, or servicesthat may be included.
For vacant units, it was the monthly rent asked for the
rental unit at thetime of enumeration.

If the contract rent included rent for a business unit or
for living quarters occupied by another household, the
respondent wasinstructedtoreport that part of therent
estimated to beor higher unit only. Respondentswere
asked to report rent only for the housing unit
enumer ated and to exclude any rent paid for additional
unitsor for business premises.

If arenter paid rent to the owner of a condominium or
cooper ative, and the condominium fee or cooperative
carrying chargewasalsopaid by therenter totheowner,
the respondent was instructed to include the fee or
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carrying charge.

If arenter received payments from lodgers or roomers
who were listed as members of the household, the
respondent was instructed to report the rent without
deduction for any paymentsreceived from thelodger sor
roomers. Therespondent was instructed to report the
rent agreed to or contracted for even if paid by someone
elsesuch asfriendsor relatives living elseawhere, or a
church or welfare agency.

In the 1997 Household Income and ExpendituresSurvey
tabulations, data on gross rent was presented for all
renter-occupied housing units with payment of cash
rent.

Median Gross Rent - The median divides the rent
distribution intotwo equal parts. In computing median
gross rent, units reported as No cash rent were
excluded. Median rent calculations wer e rounded to the
near est wholedollar. (For moreinformation on medians,
seethediscussion under Derived Measures.)

Aggregate Gross Rent and Mean Gross Rent - To
calculate aggregategrossrent, theactual valuesof cash
rent reported for renter-occupied housing units were
aggregated. Mean gross rent was obtained by dividing
aggregate gross rent by the total number of renter-
occupied housing units paying cash rent, and the value
rounded to the near et whole dallar.

Compar ability - Data on this item have been collected
since 1930.

COOKING FUEL

Data on cooking fuel wer e obtained from questionnaire
item H18, which was asked for all occupied and vacant
housing units. The data shown for the type of fuel used
most for cooking werefor occupied housing units only.

Electricity- included government provided eectricity,
power generators, etc., for stoves, ranges, etc.

Bottled and Tank Gas - included liquid propane gas
stored in bottles or tanks which were refilled or
exchanged when empty.

Fuel Oil, Kerosene, etc. - included fuel oil, kerosene,
gasoline, alcohol and other combustibleliquids.

Wood or Charcoal - included purchased wood or
charcoal, wood cut by household members on their
property or elsewhere, driftwood, sawmill or
construction scraps, or thelike.

Other Fuel - included all other fuels not specified
elsewhere.



No Fuel Used - included unitsthat did not useany fuel or
that did not have kitchen facilities.

Compar ability - Data on cooking fuel wer e collected for
thefirst timein 1980.

DURATION OF VACANCY

Datafor duration of vacancy (alsoreferred to asmonths
vacant) wer eobtained from questionnaireitem D, which
wascompleted by censusenumer ators. Thestatisticson
duration of vacancy referred to the length of time (in
months and years) between the date the last occupants
moved from the unit and the time of enumeration. The
data, therefore, do not provide a direct measure of the
total length of timeunitsremained vacant.

For newly constructed units which had never been
occupied, the duration of vacancy was counted from the
date construction wascompleted. For recently converted
or merged units, the time was reported from the date
conver sion or mer ger wascompleted. Unitsoccupied by
an entire household with ausual home elsewhere were
assigned to thelessthan 1-month interval.

Comparability - Similar data were collected in 1980.
These data were shown in 1980 only for year-round
housing units. In the 1990 census, these data were
shown for vacant-for-sale and vacant-for-rent housing
units. The 1997 Household Income and Expenditures
Survey showed data only for vacant-for-rent-housing
units.

GROSSRENT ASA PERCENTAGE OF HOUSEHOLD
INCOME IN 1996

Grossrent asa per centage of household incomein 1996
was a computed ratio of monthly grossrent to monthly
household income (total household income in 1996
divided by 12). The ratio was computed separately for
each unit and was rounded to the nearest whole
percentage. Units for which no cash rent was paid and
units occupied by householdsthat reported noincomeor
a net loss in 1996 comprised the category Not
computed.

KITCHEN FACILITIES

Data on Kkitchen facilities were obtained from
questionnaire items H17 through H21, which were
asked for both occupied and vacant housing units. The
1997 Household Income and Expenditures Survey
question was similar with the 1990 censusin that the
kitchen facilitiesor stove and refrigerator were asked
in two separate questions. A unit hadcompletekitchen
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facilitieswhen it hadall of thefollowing: (1) aninstalled
sink with piped water, (2) a range, cook top and
convection or microwave oven, or cook stove, and (3) a
refrigerator. All kitchen facilities had to be located in
the structure. They need not be in the same room.
Portable cooking equipment wasnot considered arange
or cook stove. An icebox was not considered to be a
refrigerator.

Comparability - The 1997 Household Income and
Expenditures Survey followed censusesbefore1990that
collecteddataon individual components, such askitchen
sink and type of refrigeration equipment. The 1995
tabulations showed datafor occupied housingunitsonly.

MORTGAGE STATUS

Data on mortgage status were obtained from
questionnaire item H3, which was asked for owner-
occupied housing units, condominiums, boats, and
mobile homes. Mortgage referred to all forms of debt
where the property was pledged as security for
repayment of thedebt. 1t included such debt instruments
asdeeds of trust, contractsto purchase, land contracts,
junior mortgages and home equity loans.

A mortgage was considered a first mortgage if it had
prior claim over any other mortgageor if it wastheonly
mortgage on property. All other mortgages were
considered junior mortgages. A home equity loan was
generally ajunior mortgage. If no first mortgage was
reported, but ajunior mortgageor homeequity loan was
reported, then theloan wasconsider ed afirst mortgage.
In most census tabulations, data for Selected Monthly
Owner Costs and Selected Monthly Owner Costs as
Percentage of Household Incomein 1996 wereusually
shown separately for units with a mortgage and for
units not mortgaged. The category not mortgaged
comprised of housing unitsowned freeand clear of debt.

Comparability - Theitem wasaskedfor thefirst timein
1980. In 1980, the mortgage status questions were
asked at owner-occupied one-familyhouseson lessthan
3 acres. Excluded were mobile homes, boats,
condominiums,houseswith abusinessor medical office,
houses on 3 or more acres, and housing unitsin multi-
unit buildings. In 1995 and 1990, the questions were
asked for all owner-occupied housing units. They were
also asked at mobile homes, boats and houses with a
business or medical office.

OTHER HOUSING EQUIPMENT



Data on battery-operated radio and television set were
obtained from questionnaire items H26 and H28,
respectively, which wereasked for all occupied housing
units. Statistics on radio and television sets werein
terms of the number of housing units having these
particular items.

Included as battery-operated radios were car radios,
transistors, and other battery-operated setsin working
order or needing only a new battery for operation.
Included astelevision sets were floor, table, built-in or
portable models, or combinationswith radios or record
player s,whether black and whiteor color, which werein
working order or being repaired.

Compar ability - Data on radio and television setswere
collected for thefirst timein 1980. In 1980, data on
radiosetsincluded all typesof radio sets, either electric
or battery operated. In 1990 and 1995, however, only
battery-operated radios were considered. Since 1980,
there had been nochangein thedefinition for television
sets.

PERSONSIN UNIT

Thisitem was based on the count of personsin occupied
housing units. All persons occupying the housing unit
were counted including the householder, occupants,
related to the householder, and lodgers, roomers,
boardersand soforth.

Data on persons in unit show the number of housing
unitsoccupied by the specified number of persons. The
phrasepersonsin unitwasused for housingtabulations;
personsin householdsfor population items. Figuresfor
persons in unit determined those for persons in
household.

Median Personsin Unit - In computing median per sons
in unit, awhole number was used asthe mid-point of an
interval; thus, a unit with 4 persons was treated as an
interval ranging from 3.5 to 4.5 persons. Median
persons were rounded to the nearest hundredth. (For
information on medians, see the discussion under
Derived Measures.)

Personsin Occupied Housing Units- Thiswasthetotal
population minusthoseliving in quarters. Persons per
occupied housing unit were computed by dividing the
population living in housing units by the number of
occupied housing units.

PERSONS PER ROOM

Personsper room were obtained by dividing thenumber
of per sonsin each occupied housing unit by the number
of roomsin the unit. Persons per room wererounded to
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the nearest hundredth. The figures shown referred,
therefore, to the number of occupied housing units
having the specified ratio of personsper room.

M ean Per sonsper Room - Thiswascomputed by dividing
thenumber of per sonsin housing unitsby theaggr egate
number of rooms, and wasintended to provideameasure
of use. A higher mean may indicate a greater degree of
use or overcrowding; a low mean may indicate
underused. (For more information on means, see the
discussion under Derived Measures.)

PLUMBING FACILITIES

The 1997 Household Income and Expenditures Survey
data on plumbing facilities wer e obtained from question
items H13, H15 and H16, which were asked for both
occupied and vacant housing units. All three questions
provided data on the presence of hot and cold piped water,
bathtub or shower, and flush toilet, respectively.

The 1997 Household Income and Expenditures Survey
questions wer e compar able to those asked in the 1990
census as these were used in classifying whether a
housing unit had complete plumbing facilities or the
lack of it. Complete plumbing facilities included hot
and cold piped water, a flush tailet, and a bathtub or
shower. All threefacilitieshad to be located inside the
house, apartment or mobilehome, but not necessarily in
the same room. Housing units were classified as
lacking complete plumbing facilities when any of the
threefacilitieswerenot present.

Comparability - The 1997 Household Income and
Expenditures Survey collected data on plumbing
facilitiesin separ atepartsinstead of completeplumbing,
but after reconfiguring, compar ability with theprevious
censuseswas still possible. The 1990 data on complete
plumbing facilities also were not strictly comparable
with the 1980 data. In 1980, complete plumbing
facilities werealsonot strictly compar ablewith the 1980
data. In 1980, complete plumbing facilitieswer e defined
ashot and cold piped water, a bathtub or shower, and a
flush toilet in the housing unit for the exclusive use of
the residents of that unit. In 1990, the US Census
Bureau dropped the requirement of exclusive use from
the definition of complete plumbing facilities. From
1940101970, separ ateand mor edetailed questionswere
asked on piped water, bathing, and toilet facilities. In
1970 and 1980, the data on plumbing facilities were
shown only for year-round housing units.

ROOMS

Data on rooms wer e obtained from questionnaire item
H11, which was asked for both occupied and vacant



housing units. Thestatisticson roomswerein ter msof
the number of housing unitswith a specified number of
rooms. The intent of this question was to count the
number of whole roomsused for living pur poses.

For each unit, rooms included living rooms, dining
rooms, kitchens, bedrooms, finished recreation rooms,
enclosed porches suitable for year-round use, and
lodgers rooms.  Excluded were strip or Pullman
kitchens, bathrooms, open por ches, balconies, halls or
foyers, half-rooms, utility rooms, unfinished attics or
basements, or other unfinished space used for storage.
A partially divided room was a separate room only if a
partition ran from floor to ceiling, but not if the
partitioned consisted solely of shelvesor cabinets.

Median Rooms - This measure divides the room
distribution into two equal parts, one-half of the cases
falling below the median number of rooms and one-half
above themedian. In computing median rooms, thewhole
number was used sthemidpoint of theinterval; thus, the
category 3 rooms was treated as an interval ranging
from 2.5t0 3.5rooms. Median rooms were rounded to
the nearest hundredth. (for more information on
medians, see the discussion under Derived Measures.)

Aggregate Rooms - To calculate aggregate rooms, the
actual number of roomsreported for housingunitswere
aggregated.

Compar ability - Dataon roomshavebeen collected since
1940. In 1970 and 1980, these data wer e shown only for
year-round housing units. In the 1990 census, these
datawer eshown for all housing units, and separ ately for
owner -occupiedand renter -occupied housingunits. The
1997 Household Income and Expenditures Survey
tabulations showed data for all housing units and
separ ately for owner-occupied housing unitsonly.

SELECTED MONTHLY OWNERSCOSTS

Data on Selected Monthly Owner Costs were obtained
from questionnaire items H25 through H30 for all
occupied housing units. Selected monthly owner costs
was the sum of payments for utilities (electricity, gas
and water) and fuels (ail, coal, ker osene, wood, etc.)

In the 1997 Household I ncomeand Expenditur es Survey
tabulations, selected monthly owner costs were
presented only for specified-owner occupied housing
units. Datausually wereshown separ ately for unitswith
amortgage and for units not mortgaged.

Median Selected Monthly Owner Costs- Thismeasure
wasrounded to the nearest whole dollar.
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Comparability - The components of selected monthly
owner costs were collected for the first timein 1980.
The 1997 Household Income and Expenditures Survey
questions from which tabulations of selected monthly
owner costsfor specified owner-occupied housing units
came differed from the 1990 and 1980 censuses asthe
costs for payments of mortgages, deeds of trust;
contractsto purchaseor other similar debts; real estate
taxes; fire, hazard and insurance on property were not
collected in the 1997 Household Income and
Expenditures Survey. In the 1980, 1990 and 1997
Household Income and Expenditures Surveys, costs for
electricity and gas were collected as average monthly
costs.

SELECTED MONTHLY OWNER COSTS AS A
PERCENTAGE OF HOUSEHOLD INCOME IN 1996

Information on Selected Monthly Owner Costs as a
Percentage of Household Income in 1996 was the
computed ratio of selected monthly owner costs to
monthly household income in 1996. The ratio was
computed separately for each unit and rounded to the
nearest whole percentage. The data were tabulated
separately for specified owner-occupied housing units.

Separ ate distributions wer e often shown for unitswith
amortgage and for unitsnot mortgaged. Unitsoccupied
by householdsreporting noincomeor anet lossin 1996
wereincluded in thenot computed category. (For more
information, seethediscussion under Selected Monthly
Owner Costs.)

Comparability - The components of selected monthly
owner costs were collected for the first timein 1980.
Thetabulations of Selected Monthly Owner Costs as a
Percentage of Household Incomein 1996 for specified
owner -occupied housing units were not compar able to
1990 duetotherespectivedifferencesin thecomponents
of selected monthly owner costsmentioned intheearlier
section.

SEWAGE DISPOSAL

Data on sewage disposal were obtained from
questionnaire item H23, which was asked for both
occupied and vacant housing units. Housing unitswere
either connected to a public sewer, to a septic tank or
cesspool, or disposal of sewage was by other means. A
public sawer may beoperated by agover nment body or by
aprivateorganization. A housingunit wasconsideredto
be connected to a septic tank or cesspool when the unit
was provided with an under ground pit or tank for sewage
disposal. The category Other means included housing



unitswhich disposed of sewage in some other way.

Comparability - Data on sewage disposal have been
collected since 1940. In 1970 and 1980, data were
shown only for year-round housing units. In the 1997
Household Income and Expenditures Survey, data were
shown for occupied housing unitswhilethe 1990 census
showed data for all housing units.

SOURCE OF WATER

Data on source of water were obtained from
questionnaire item H22, which were asked for both
occupied and vacant housing units. Housing units may
have received their water supply from a number of
sour ces. A common sour cesupplyingwater to5or more
unitswas classified asa public system only or apublic
system and cistern. Another source of water may be a
cistern, tanks or drums only in which rainwater was
collected. A public sandpipe was an elevated tank or
vertical storage cylinder or street hydrant that was
connected to a public sysem from which nearby
residentsdraw water. The category some other source
such as an individual well or spring included water
obtained from creeks, rivers, lakes, etc.

Comparability - Data on source of water have been
collectedin every censussince 1940. 1n 1970 and 1980,
data wer e shown only for year-round housing units.

TELEPHONE IN HOUSING UNIT

Data on telephones wer e obtained from questionnaire
item H29, which was asked for occupied housing units.
A telephone had to beinside the house or apartment for
the unit to be classified as having a telephone. Units
wher etherespondent usesatelephonelocated insidethe
building but not intherespondent’slivingquar terswere
classified as havingno telephone.

Comparability:-The 1997 Household Income and
Expenditures Survey question wascompar abletothat in
the 1990 census. It wasa new item in the1990 census.

TENURE

Datafor tenurewere obtained from questionnaireitem
H3,which wasasked for all occupied housing units. All
occupied housing unitswer e classified aseither owner -
occupied or renter-occupied.

Owner-Occupied- A housing unit wasowner-occupied if
the owner or co-owner lived in the unit even if it was
mortgaged or not fully paid for. Theowner or co-owner
wholivedin the unit was usually the person listed first
in the questionnaire. The unit was Owned by you or
someonein thishousehold with amortgage or loanif it
was being purchased with amortgageor somecther debt
arrangement such asadeed of trust, trust deed, contract
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to purchase, land contract, or purchaseagreement. The
unit was also consider ed owned with amor tgageif it was
built on leased land and a mortgage existed on the unit.

A housing unit was Owned by you or someone in this
household free and clear (without a mortgage) if no
mortgage or other similar debt was on the house,
apartment, or mobile home including units built on
leased land if the unit was owned outright without a
mortgage. Although owner -occupied housing unitswere
divided between mortgaged and owned-free and clear on
thequestionnair e, censustabulationsshow data only for
total owner-occupied counts.

Renter-occupied - All occupied housing units which
wer e hot owner-occupied, whether they were rented for
cashrent or occupied without payment of cashrent, were
classified asrenter-occupied. No cash rent units were
separatelyidentified in therent tabulations. Such units
wer e generallyprovided freeby friendsor relativesor in
exchange for services such as a resident manager,
caretaker, minister, or tenant farmer. Housing unitson
military bases wer e also identified in the No cash rent
category.

Rented for cash rent included unitsin continuing care,
sometimes called life care arrangements. These
arrangements usually involved acontract between oneor
more individuals and a health services provider
guar anteeing theindividual shelter, usually a house or
apartment, andser vicessuch asmealsor transportation
to shopping or recreation.

Compar ability - Data on tenure have been collected for
Palau since 1930. In 1970, the question on tenure also
included a category for condominium and cooperative
owner ship. In 1980, condominium unitsand cooper atives
wer edropped from thetenureitem, and since 1980, only
condominium units were identified in a separate
question.

Since 1990, the response categories were expanded to
allow the respondent to report whether the unit was
owned with a mortgage or free and clear (without a
mortgage). Thedistinction between units owned with a
mortgage and units owned free and clear was added in
1990 to improve the count of owner-occupied units.
Research after the 1980 census indicated some
respondents did not consider their units owned if they
had a mortgage.

TYPE OF MATERIAL USED FOR FOUNDATION

Data on the Main Type of Material Used for the
Foundation of the structure were obtained from
qguestionnaire item H10, which was asked for both
occupied and vacant housing units. Housing unitswere
classified according to thetype of material usedmostin
the construction of the foundation of the structure,



which were as follows. Poured concrete, Wood pier or
pilings, and Other for all other types of construction
materialswhich werenot included inany of thespecific
categoriesor if therewasno foundation.

Comparability - Data on type of material used for
foundation wer e collected for thefirst timein 1990. In
1995 and 1990, data wer e shown for all housing units.

TOILET FACILITIES

Dataontoilet facilitieswer eobtained from questionnaire
item H16, which wereasked for both occupied and vacant
housing units. Answerstothequestion, Do you have a
flush toilet?, provided data on the number of housing
unitswith flush toilet (a) insidetheunit, (b) insidethe
building, outside the building; with Outhouse or privy;
and Other or none.

A flush toilet consisted of any toilet connected to piped
water and emptied into public sewer, septic tank, or
cesspool.

Compar ability - Data on toilet facilities were collected
for thefirst timein 1970. In 1980, the data were not
shown separately but were combined with data on water
supply and bathtubor shower to deter minethepresence
of complete plumbing facilities.

TYPE OF MATERIAL USED FOR OUTSDE WALLS

Data in type of material used for outside walls of the
structure were obtained from questionnaire item HS,
which wasasked for both occupied and vacant housing
units. Housing units were classified according to the
type of material used most in the construction of outside
walls of the structure, which were as follows. Poured
concrete, Concrete blocks Metal, Wood, and Other for
all other typesof construction materialswhich cannot be
described by any of the specific categories.

Compar ability - Dataon materialsfor outsidewallswere
collected since 1980 and wer eshown only for year -round
housing units. 1n 1990, the categorythatch wasdropped
from thetype of materialsused. In 1995 and 1990, data
wer e shown for all housing units.

TYPE OF MATERIAL USED FOR ROOF

Data for type of material used for roof of the structure
wer e obtained from questionnaire item H9, which was
asked for both occupied and vacant housing units.
Housing units wer e classified according to the type of
material used most in the construction of theroof of the
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structure, which were as follows: Poured concrete,
Metal, Wood, Thatch which included sugar caneleaves,
palm or pandanus thatch, palm leaves, straw, etc., and
Other for all other typesof construction materialswhich
cannot be described by any of the specific categories.

Compar ability - Data on type of materialsused for roofs
wer e collected for thefirst timein 1980 and wer e shown
only for year-round housing units. In 1995 and 1990,
data were shown for all housing units.

UNITSIN STRUCTURE

Data on units in structure (also referred as type of
structure) wer e obtained from questionnaire item H2a,
which wasasked for all housing units. A structurewas
a separate building that either had open spaces on all
sides or wassepar ated from other structuresby dividing
walls that extended from ground toroof. In determining
the number of unitsin a structure, all housing units,
both occupied and vacant, were counted. Stores and
office space wer e excluded.

Statistics were presented for the number of housing
unitsin structures of specifiedtypeand size, and not for
the number of residential buildings.

1-Family House, Detached - Thiswasa 1-unit structure
detached from any other any other structure; that is,
with open spaceon all four sides. Such structureswere
considered detached even if they had an adjoining shed
or garage. A one-family housethat contained abusiness
was consider ed detached aslong asthebuildinghasopen
space on all four sides. Mobile homes or trailers to
which one or more permanent rooms had been added or
built werealso included.

1-Family House, Attached - Thiswas a 1-unit structure
which had one or more walls extending from ground to
roof separating it from adjoining structures. In
rowhouses (sometimes called townhouses), duplex
houses, or houses attached to non-residential
structures, each house was a separate, attached
structure if the dividing or common wall goes from
ground to roof.

2 or More Units - These were units in
structures/buildings containing 2 or more housing
units, further categorized as units in
structures/buildingswith 2,3 or 4,5t09, 10to 19, and
20 or more units.

Other - This category was for any living quarters
occupied as a housing unit that did not fit the previous
categories. Examples that fitted into this category were



abandoned cars, tents, campers, and vans.

Compar ability - Dataon unitsin structur e/building have
been collected for Palau since 1940, on mobile homes
and trailers since 1950, and on boats since 1980. In
1970 and 1980, these data were shown only for year-
roundhousing units. Since1990, thesedatawer eshown
for all housing units. The category Tent, van, etc. was
replaced in 1990 by the category Other.

USUAL HOME ELSEWHERE

Data for usual home elsewhere were obtained from
questionnaire item 1b, which was completed by census
enumerators. A housing unit temporarily occupied at
thetimeof enumeration entirely by per sonswith ausual
residence elsewhere was classified as vacant. The
occupants were classified a having a Usual home
elsewhereand wer ecounted at theaddressof their usual
place of residence. Typical examples were peoplein a
vacation home and persons renting living quarters
temporarily for work.

Limitation of theData- Evidencefrom previouscensuses
suggeststhat in some area enumerators marked units
as vacant-usual home el sewhere when they should have
marked vacant-regular.

Compar ability - Data for usual home elsewhere were
tabulated for thefirst timein the 1980 census.

UTILITIES

Dataon electricpower wereobtained from questionnaire
item H25, which was asked for all housing units. The
censustabulations, however, presented data on electric
power for occupied housing unitsonly.

Data on utility costs were obtained from questionnaire
item H25, which were asked for all occupied housing
units.Question H25and H30 asked for themonthly cost
of utilities (electricity, gas and water) and other fuel
(coal, wood, kerosene, etc.) The average monthly costs
were included in the computation of Selected Monthly
Owner Costsand Selected Monthly Owner Costs as a
Percentage of Household Income in 1996.

Costswererecorded if paid by or billed to occupants, a
welfare agency, relatives, or friends. Coststhat were
paid by landlords, included in the rent payment, or
included in condominium or cooperative fees were
excluded.

Limitation of the Data - Research has shown that
respondents tended to overstate their expenses for
electricity and gas when compared to utility company
records.

Compar ability - Data on utilities wer e collected for the
first timein the 1980 census.
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VACANCY STATUS

Dataon vacancy statuswer eobtained from questionnaire
item C1, which was completed by census enumerators.
Vacancy statusand other characteristicsof vacant units
wer e determined by enumer ator s obtaining information
from landlords, owners, rental agents, and others.
Vacant unitswer esubdivided accor dingtotheir housing
mar ket classification asfollows:

For rent - These wer e vacant units offered for rent and
vacant units offered either for rent or for sale.

For saleonly -Thesewerevacant unitsbeing offered for
sale only including units in cooperatives and
condominiumpr gjectsif theindividual unitswer eoffered
for sale only.

Rented or Sold, Not Occupied - If any money rent had
been paid or agreed upon but the new renter had not
movedin as of thedate of enumeration, or if theunit had
recently been sold but the new owner had not yet moved
in, the vacant unit was classified as rented or sold, not
occupied.

For Seasonal, Recreational, or Occasional Use- These
were vacant units used or intended for use only in
certain seasonsor for weekend or other occasional use
throughout theyear. Seasonal unitsincluded thoseused
for summer or winter sports or recreation, such as
beach cottages and hunting cabins. Seasonal unitsalso
included quarters for workers such as herders and
loggers. Interval ownership units, sometimes called
shared owner ship or time-sharing condominiums, were
alsoincluded here.

Other Vacant - If a vacant unit did not fall intoany of the
classifications specified above, it was classified asother
vacant. For example, this category included units held
for occupancy by a caretaker or janitor, and units held
for personal reasons of the owner.

Homeowner Vacancy Rate - This was the percentage
relationship between thenumber of vacant unitsfor sale
and the total homeowner inventory. It was computed by
dividing the number of vacant unitsfor sale only by the
sum of the owner-occupied units and the number of
vacant unitsthat werefor saleonly.

Rental Vacancy Rate - This was the percentage
relationship of thenumber of vacant unitsfor rent tothe
total rental inventory. It was computed by dividing the
number of vacant unitsfor rent by thesum of therenter-
occupied unitsand the number of vacant unitsfor rent.

Comparability - Data on vacancy status have been
collected sincethe 1940 census. For 1990, thecategory



Seasonal/recreational/occasional usecombined vacant
units classified in 1980 as seasonal and held for
occasional use. Also, in 1970 and 1980, housing
characteristics weregenerally presented only for year-
round housing units. In the 1995 and 1990 censuses,
housing characteristics were shown for all vacant
housing units.

VALUE

DataonValue (alsoreferred to aspriceasked for vacant
units)wer eobtained from questionnair eitem H4a, which
was asked for housing units that were owned, being
bought, or vacant for sale at the time of enumeration.
Value was the respondent’s estimate of how much the
property (house and lot, mobile home and lot or
condominiumunit) would sell for if it werefor sale. If the
house or mobile home was owned or being bought, but
not the land, the respondent was asked to estimate the
combinedvalueof thehouseor mobilehomeand theland.
For vacant units, value was the price asked for the

property.

Value was tabulated for specified owner-occupied
housing unitsonly. Specified owner-occupied housing
unitsincluded only one-family houseswithout abusiness
or medical office on theproperty. Thedatafor specified
units excluded mobilehomes, houseswith abusinessor
medical office, and housing units in mullet-unit
buildings.

Median Value- Themedian dividesthevaluedistribution
intotwo equal parts. This measurewasrounded to the
nearest hundred dollars. (For more information on
medians, seethediscussion under Derived Measures.)

Aggregate Value and Mean Value - To calculate
aggregate value, the actual values of housing units
owned, beingbought or vacant-for -salewer eaggr egated.
M ean valuewasobtained by dividingtheaggr egatevalue
by thetotal number of housing unitsowned, being bought
or vacant for sale and was rounded to the nearest
hundred dollars.

Comparability - In 1980,valuewasasked only at owner -
occupied or vacant-for sale one-family houses on less
than 3 acres with no business or medical office on the
property and at all owner-occupied or vacant-for-sale
condominium housing units. Mobile homes were
excluded.

In 1990, the question was asked for all owner-occupied
or vacant-for-sale-only housingunitswith noexclusions.
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Value data wer e presentedfor specified owner-occupied
housing unitsonly.

VEHICLESAVAILABLE

Data on vehicles available were obtained from
questionnair e item H24a, which wasasked for occupied
housing units.  These data showed the number of
households with a specified number of passenger cars,
vans, and pick-up or panel trucks of one-ton capacity or
lesskept a home and available for the use of household
members. Vehiclesrented or leased for one month or
more, company vehicles, and police and government
vehicleswereincluded if kept at homeand used for non-
business purposes. Dismantled or immobile vehicles
wer e excluded. Vehicles kept at home but used only for
business purposes wer e also excluded.

Vehiclesper Household - Thiswascomputed by dividing
aggr egate number of vehiclesavailable by the number of
occupied housing units.

Comparability - Data on automobiles available were
collected for thefirst timein the 1980 census.

YEAR HOUSEHOLDER MOVED INTO UNIT

Data on Year Householder Moved into Unit were
obtained from questionnaire item H6, which was asked
for occupied housing units. These data referred to the
year of the latest move by the householder. If a
householder moved back into a housing unit he/she
previously occupied, the year of the latest move was
reported. If the householder moved from one apartment
to another within the same building, the year the
householder moved into the present apartment was
reported. The intent was to establish the year the
present occupancy by the householder began. The year

that the householder moved in was not necessarily the
same year other members of the household moved,

although in the great majority of cases an entire
household moved at the sametime.

Comparability - In 1960and 1970, this question was
asked of every person and included in populationreports.
Thisitemin housingtabulationsreferred totheyear the
householder moved in. In 1995, the question was asked
only of the householder, aswas donein 1980 and 1990.

YEAR STRUCTURE BUILT

Data on Year Structure Built were obtained from
qguestionnaire item H7, which was asked for both



